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begins in 1961. The significant promise of 
the 50’s has been achieved because 
thousands of prayer partners around the 
world were willing to fulfil their responsi- 
bility. They were willing to pray. 


Because they are confident that your 
prayer support will continue, the Billy 
Graham Team dares to move forward in 
this new decade...to undertake new cru- 
sades...to attempt to reach additional 
thousands for Jesus Christ. 


The crusades in Florida...centered.in 
Miami but reaching the entire State... 
will launch the new decade. For the first 
three months of 1961, the focal point of 
the Team's evangelistic ministry will be 
Miami. Here it is that the prayers of 
Christians around the world must be 
centered. 


With the population increase of 76.7% 
since 1950—the largest in the nation— 
Florida has moved to the fore in areas of 
significance in the present history of our 
country. In Florida’s burgeoning cities 
thereis vast potential for spiritual achieve- 
ment. New lives...new families...new 


homes...new communities are every- 
where. 





To meet these responsibilities is the 
challenge which the Billy Graham Team, 
together with the churches of Florida, 
has accepted. The resultant impact upon 
the life of the State—and the Nation—can 
be history-making. 


Do you dare to fail in your responsibility 


to pray? 
STATE-WIDE RALLIES EXTEND THE CRUSADE TO 
JACKSONVILLE January 14, 15 
ae io Why not plan your vacation in Florida 


and share in these crusades? 


Write today for further information to 


TALLAHASSEE February 11 THE BILLY GRAHAM GREATER MIAMI CRUSADE, INC. ¢ 228 NE Second Ave. Miami, Florida 
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Watching for the Morning 


How keen is our longing to see the Lord Jesus? Has 
it been dulled by the cares of this life and the deceitfulness 
of riches? By the routine and drudgery of our daily work? 
By our love for our houses, cars, gardens, or some summer 
cabin by a stream or lake or in a secluded valley? Or 
perhaps even by our love for our families? Even if we do 
not live to see His second coming, do we desire above all 
things to have close, continual communion with Him here 
and now and then to see Him face to face in Heaven? 
Though he evidently was not thinking of His second com- 
ing, the psalmist expressed a very great longing for the 
Lord when he said: “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 
and in his word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more 
than they that watch for the morning” (Psa. 130:5, 6). 
Perhaps he was thinking of the shepherd who could just see 
his flock dotted over the hillside beneath the stars and who 
was waiting for the eastern sky to turn gray, and then pink 
and gold before the sunrise. Or perhaps he thought of the 
watchman on the city wall who looked forward to the hour 
when he would be relieved. Who are “they that watch for 
the morning” today? A mother, in the semi-darkened room 
where her baby is restless in her crib with fever, or where 
a little fellow on his bed turns and moans because of illness 
or injury. A hospital patient, whose back aches from stay- 


ing in one position, whose ears hear the occasional muffled 
step of a nurse or orderly going by his door and the distant 
sounds of the city, and whose eyes turn again and again 
from the gray rectangle of the window to the soft glow 
of the baseboard light and ‘the dim light from the hall just 
coming through his door. A father in the prime of life and 
reasonably good health, who cannot sleep because he is con- 
cerned about his wife’s lessening strength or that son or 
daughter away from home,. and about the problems in the 
office. An engineer at the throttle of a locomotive hauling 
a long train through the night, across the plains and over 
Policemen hearing the intermittent, rasp- 
ing radio reports; firemen listening for alarms; superintend- 


the mountains. 


ents of power stations, alert to any change in the hum of 
the generators; captains and helmsmen on the bridges of 
ships; and long-distance telephone operators, calmly han- 
dling life-and-death calls. All these, and many others, watch 
eagerly for the morning. And they ought to be examples 
to us who believe that the Lord Jesus is coming back again, 
and perhaps in the not distant future. Paul looked forward 
to the “crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 
4:8). Do we really love His appearing? Let us make 


John’s prayer our own: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 





Lesson for December 18 in this issue 





Lesson 12.—The Compassion of Christ. 
Isaiah 61; Matthew 11:27-30; Luke 7:18-23. 





God Times Our Trials 


By Gordon Chilvers 
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the skin of a leopard, the different 
colored veinings of marble, or an em- 
broidered robe; and thence passes into 
the meaning of ‘changeful,’ ‘diversified,’ 
applied to the changing months or the 
variations of a strain of music” (Mar- 
vin Vincent). 


is right when he says that these mani- 
fold trials bring us “heaviness.” There 
is mental distress, grief, perplexity, and 
even at times a sense of abandonment. 
The distress of trials bears down upon 
us, and we almost crumple under them. 


(Continued on page 950) 











Announcement 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, in 1959, celebrated 

one hundred years of continuous publication. During 
these years, the Trwes has been known for its inter- 
denominational character, its Biblical orientation, its 
conservative outlook, and its leadership in the Sunday 
school field. No change in these basic principles is 
anticipated. 

With the passage of time, however, changes occur in 
the intellectual, social, and spiritual climate of the world. 
While the Word of God is fixed, and does not change 
with the vicissitudes of the world of men, its genius is 
that it is forever contemporary. There has never been 
an age to which the Word of God did not speak with 
authority and judgment. Down through the centuries, 
the men whom God has used to utter His truth to suc- 
ceeding generations have proclaimed the changeless Gospel 
in a thousand different ways, and always in terms that 
their fellows could understand. Realizing this, THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times has, from time to time over the years, felt 
free to make certain changes, both in its operational pro- 
cedure and in its content. 


Founded in 1859 by the American Sunday-School 
Union, the Times passed into the hands of John Wana- 
maker in 1871. In 1875, Mr. Wanamaker asked Henry 
Clay Trumbull to come to Philadelphia from Hartford, 
Conn., to take over the editorship. Dr. Trumbull pur- 
chased the paper from Mr. Wanamaker in 1877, making 
himself and John D. Wattles, his son-in-law and business 
manager, the owners. In 1900, the Company was incor- 
porated, and a group of about twenty Christian men 
agreed to become stockholders. 

The Sunday School Times Company has continued 
since that time on this basis, with a Board of Directors 
elected annually by the stockholders. Within the past 
year, however, steps have been taken to establish a Sun- 
day School Times Foundation. As a result, The Sunday 
School Times Foundation has now been chartered in the 
State of Delaware as a nonprofit organization. All capital 
stock of The Sunday School Times Company has been 
transferred to the Foundation by the stockholders, and 
The Sunday School Times Company is now owned by 
the Foundation, which is, in turn, governed by a Board 
of Trustees. These are: Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., Mr. 
John Bolten, Sr., Mr. John Bolten, Jr., Mr. Wilbur Patter- 
son, Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Mr. Hector Sinzheimer, Mr. 
William Horsey, and Mr. C. Stacey Woods. 


With the establishment of The Sunday School Times 
Foundation, a nonprofit corporation, Christian people can 
now make bequests in their wills for THe SunDay SCHOOL 
TIMEs, to be administered by this Foundation. Further- 
more, according to legal counsel, The Sunday School 
Times Foundation anticipates being granted a tax-exempt 
status in 1961 that will be retroactive to 1960, so that 
tax-deductible gifts may be made to the Foundation for 
the ministry of THE SunpaAy ScuHoot Trmes, or for other 
Christian purposes. 

With the issue of January 7, 1961, the Trwes is planning 
to inaugurate a two-page weekly news section. Dr. Wil- 
bur Smith’s “Survey” will be continued, but on a regular 
weekly basis. In addition to this, there will be editorial 
comment on some significant event or trend in world 
affairs that is relevant to the life of the church. A section 
of condensed news reports of interest to Christians will 


be included from a world-wide staff of correspondents. 

It is of vital importance that Christian men and women 
be intelligent and informed concerning the world in 
which they live. The fact that God is calling His people 
out of the world has been mistaken by some to mean 
that He is calling them to isolation from men and things. 
This is not the case. Jesus Christ was emphatic in His 
insistence that the place for His followers was in the 
world. He founded no monastic orders, no insulated com- 
munities, no superearthly utopia. His followers were to 
witness to Him from a position of involvement in the 
world. THE SunpAy ScHoo. Times feels that, in providing 
this news service for its readers, it will be making a 
substantial contribution toward realizing an informed, 
alert, Christian community. 


The weekly column, “For Primary Teachers,” will be - 


discontinued. This does not mean, however, that the Times 
will no longer carry material for Primary teachers. The 
children’s stories will continue, and a series of outstand- 
ing studies on the Lord’s Prayer, written by E. Margaret 
Clarkson especially for the Primary Department, will 
be appearing. 

The two columns, “Say, Fellows” and “My Class of 
Girls” will be combined to form a new column presenting 
the lesson material for both fellows and girls, to be 
entitled “My Teen-Age Class.” 

Daily family devotional readings will be continued. 
For a number of years these have been written by Dr. 
Ernest Wadsworth, and THE SunpAy ScuHoot Times family 
has greatly appreciated Dr. Wadsworth’s writing and his 
love for the Bible. Due to ill health he is relinquishing 
this ministry. The devotional notes will now be those 
prepared by the Scripture Union, but readers will find in 
these notes, which are written by godly churchmen, the 
same adherence to Scripture, and a clear, practical com- 
ment on the passages. 

Two interesting and important series of articles will be 
appearing in the Trues early in 1961. The first, by Dr. 
John W. Sanderson, Jr., of Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia, will deal with the complex 
Liberal-Evangelical-Neo-Orthodox controversy within the 
church. Dr. Sanderson writes with candor and char- 
ity. There is no factious spirit, but the issues are tested 
in the light of Scripture. Readers will find these articles 
to be of immense value in helping them to understand 
the difficult situation that has emerged in the church 
during the last fifteen years. In the second series, Dr. 
Arthur Glasser considers the tremendous world revolu- 
tion that the Church faces in its effort to obey Christ’s 
command to preach the Gospel in all nations. The radical 
upheaval of hitherto established patterns of society calls 
for an “agonizing reappraisal” by all Christians of ap- 
proaches and methods of missionary work that heretofore 
we may have felt to be unalterable. It is mandatory 
that we face change honestly, and that we be prepared 
to follow Christ wholly, even at the peril of our long- 
cherished views as to what the nature of our position 
in the world might be. 

Let it be emphasized that there wili be no change 
whatever in the evangelical, Scriptural tone of the paper. 
THE SunDAY ScHoo. TrmeEs has had as its aim from the 
beginning to honor the Lord Jesus Christ and to min- 
ister to His people. That aim remains. 





Christmas Gifts— 
that keep on giving fifty-two times a year! 


EGAL counsel anticipates that The Sunday School Times Foundation will be determined to be tax-exempt by the 
Internal Revenue Service in 1961. This means that you can send tax-deductible gifts to The Sunday School Times 


Foundation, to be used for gift subscriptions to missionaries. 


Subscription contributions to the Foundation will serve a 


double purpose—they will help to enlarge the circulation of the Tues and bring the blessing of its contents to those 
who receive it. Four dollars will provide one subscription for someone in the United States, and $5.50 will provide an 
overseas subscription. Readers who would like to makecontributions may do so by making checks payable to The 
Sunday School Times Foundation, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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HERE is a significant change tak- 
Tine shape among some drifting 

Evangelicals today. A major trend 
like this often passes unnoticed because 
it is not a forthright reversal of doc- 
trinal statement, but a gradual shift of 
emphasis. For our present discussion 
we are concerned with the Evangelical 
attitude toward the Bible. Among 
most Evangelicals, the statement of the 
inspiration and authority of the Bible 
remains about the same, but, in an in- 
fluential segment of Evangelicalism, the 
inspiration of the Bible is being quietly 
dropped as one of the fundamental doc- 
trines of the faith. Why is this hap- 
pening? What results will follow this 
new emphasis? 

One Evangelical writer, who force- 
fully defends the inspiration and infal- 
libility of Scriptures, relegates the Bible 
to the realm of secondary issues when 
he treats the subject of Christian unity. 
According to this source, there are four 
doctrines that form the bare minimum 
foundation for the Christian faith. 
These are listed as: the deity of Christ, 
His virgin birth, death, and resurrec- 
tion. Conspicuously absent'is any ref- 
erence to the inspiration and authority 
of Scripture. This is not an oversight. 
He goes on to refar to the inspiration 
of Scripture along with ordination, 
Heaven and hell, and baptism as sec- 
ondary matters not wiportant enough 
to be an issue! Thus We have an Evan- 
gelical statement of the truth mixed 
with the Liberal attitude toward it. 
Is the Bible true, but not essential? 


A Fundamentalist Halfway Station 

Strangely some so-called Evangelicals 
are relaxing their stand for the Bible 
in the wake of Liberalism’s defeat. In 
a series of editorials in June, 1950, The 
Christian Century made a number of 
devastating confessions of error in the 
older form of Liberalism that it had 
once staunchly defended. Among other 
things The Century admitted that Mod- 
ernism had been wrong in humanizing 
the Bible, in proclaiming man’s progress 
onward and ever upward, in ignoring 
original sin, and in bowing to the dic- 
tates of human reason.1 

The fall of old-fashioned Modernism 
might seem to be an unusual occasion 
for the retreat of historic Fundamen- 
talism. But these former Fundamental- 
ists who are relaxing their stand for 
the Bible oftentimes adopt this view 
in the hope that repentant Modernists 
can be won to a less rigid Evangelical- 
ism. Indeed, the true Fundamentalists, 
who still insist on standing forthrightly 








1Cited by James De Forest Murch, ‘Co- 
operation Without Compromise,” (Eerdmans 
ew oe” Grand Rapids, Mich., 1956, pp. 
-10). 








December 3, 1960 (Lesson for December 18) 


3. Is the Bible True, but Not Essential? 


Can repentant Modernists be won to a less rigid Evangelicalism? 


Having shown in his two earlier 
articles the untenable position taken 
by Liberals who claim to believe in 
Christ but who deny the infallibility 
of the Scriptures, and the foolishness 
of those who would offer a more up- 
to-date gospel than that preached by 
Christ and the apostles, Mr. Price, 
in this final article in his series, 
points out the false hope of some so- 
called Fundamentalists that Liberals 
can be won over by relaxing their 
stand for an infallible Bible. 

Mr. Price is director of the Okla- 
homa Branch of Bible Lovers 
League, the address of which is Box 
9081, Oklahoma City 15, Oklahoma. 








for all five fundamentals, are frequently 
repudiated in the house of their former 
friends, who are now committed to a 
softer attitude toward error. Where 
the relaxed view prevails, old fash- 
ioned Fundamentalists have been casti- 
gated as Pharisees who refuse to go out 
and meet the prodigal Liberal brother 
who has returned at least part of the 
way to the Father’s house. This half- 
way station is a professed acceptance 
of the supernatural Christ coupled with 
doubts about the supernatural Bible. 
Before a Fundamentalist relaxes his 
stand for the Bible, he should recall, 
as was noted in a previous article, that 
this was the first step toward Modern- 
ism a generation ago. Furthermore, 
the Father did not compromise His 
stand for truth and righteousness to 
bring the prodigal home. 

The emerging idea that we ought to 
co-operate with others who reject the 
Bible as the infallible and final author- 
ity for our faith has not suddenly 
arisen on the Evangelical horizon. For 








The Christmas Spirit 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


HE Yuletide bells, though loud and 
strong 
And children’s singing, 
sweet, 
Are lost upon the chafing throng 
That hurries up and down the street. 


clear and 


But Christmas joy cannot be bought 
And wrapped and tied with tinseled 
bow, 
However much it may be sought 
In choicest shops, by those who know 
Not how to give themselves. But they 
Who seek to meet another’s need 
Have learned the secret, found the way 
Rightly to celebrate—indeed 
The Christmas spirit men impart, 
When Christ is reigning in the heart. 





By OLIVER W. PRICE 


some years, a climate of opinion has 
been building up in favor of an “evan- 
gelical ecumenicalism,” (to borrow a 
phrase used in connection with a Funda- 
mentalist book). In this volume, pub- 
lished in 1947, Fundamentalists were 
rebuked for their failure to take a more 
active part in movements for social re- 
form. 

After the author assumed that Evan- 
gelicals must not only attempt but ac- 
tually must achieve social reform, it 
was logical to conclude that co-opera- 
tion with non-Evangelicals is necessary 
and right (p. 80). This, of course, dis- 
turbs the Evangelical conscience. Such 
fears, however, were laid to rest with 
the assurance that broader co-operation 
is proper as long as the teachings of 
redemption can at least be brought up 
“as a live option for the achievement of 
of good ends” (p. 80, italics added). But 
what advantage is there in a movement 
where the Gospel is optional? Is such 
a movement any better than one that 
openly denies the Word? 


Deep Differences Minimized 


The note frequently sounded was, 
“The time has come now for Funda- 
mentalism to speak with an ecumenical 
outlook and voice...” (p. 63). It was 
inevitable that a more ecumenical out- 
look should eventually affect the stand 
for the Bible among Evangelicals. This 
seems to be clearly developed in a more 
recent Evangelical book, “The Unity 
and Disunity of the Church,” by G. W. 
Bromiley (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich.). In this volume the 
deep differences over the Bible, divid- 
ing Catholics from Protestants and 
Evangelicals from Liberals, seem to be 
minimized for the sake of encouraging 
broader unity. For example, we are 
told that “with very few exceptions, 
all churches are agreed in acceptance 
of the Bible as a basic standard of 
faith and practice” (p. 68). This seems 
to ignore the subordination of the Bible 
to the authority of the church and 
tradition in Catholicism. It also ap- 
pears to skim quite lightly over the 
Liberal rejection of the accuracy and 
final authority of Scripture. 

Striking what a reviewer in Chris- 
tianity Today called “a new note for 
Evangelicals,” the same book reasoned 
that we should not make the acceptance 
of the Bible a requirement for Chris- 
tian unity. This is because “we make 
unity impossible if we insist that all 
Christians and churches must begin by 
accepting the Bible, or even a particu- 
lar view of the nature or constitution 
of the Bible, as a proof of their genuine 
Christianity” (p. 69). The plea is made 
that Christ Himself is the key to unity. 
To this we agree, but we doubt that 
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those who refuse to subject their faith 
to the Bible really trust Christ. 

Are Evangelicals and Modernists ap- 
proaching a common center though 
they view it from opposite sides? 

The shift in Evangelical emphasis is 
appreciated in some quarters because 
of the results it seems to have obtained. 
The rising stature of Evangelicalism 
today is impressive. Evangelical au- 
thors are placing their books with some 
major publishing houses that had long 
ignored their works. Published testi- 
monies of repentant Liberals who have 
embraced some of the cardinal doctrines 
of Biblical faith bear evidence of Evan- 
gelical penetration of the citadels of 
Modernism. 

If the improved status of Evangeli- 
calism can be attributed to this new 
emphasis, it must be admitted that the 
results havé not been one-sided. One 
chastened Fundamentalist published his 
story of repentance from Fundamental- 
ism in words that seemed to be bor- 
rowed from that well-known Liberal, 
Shailer Matthews. An Evangelical pub- 
lisher released a book frankly described 
on the cover flap as embracing Liberal 
views of the Bible. Evangelicals in 
some instances are inviting both Mod- 
ernist and Fundamentalist preachers to 
minister to the same conference. An 
Evangelical college seemed to have 
caught the spirit of the times when it 
presented a well-known Liberal with 
an honorary doctorate and balanced the 
picture by conveying a similar honor 


to a distinguished Evangelical at the 
same time. 

The spirit of old-time Modernism is 
gaining popularity among Evangelicals 
who still shy away from its conclusions. 
Cyril W. Emmett’s comment of a gen- 
eration ago seems quite appropriate to- 
day. “The essence of Modernism lies, 
not in its conclusions, but in the way 
they are reached and the temper in 
which they are held.” 2 

History may record that the change 
in the temper of the Evangelical stand 
for the Bible marked the point where 
a segment of Bible believers merged 
into the stream that flows toward a 
one world church. We cannot hold our 
convictions about the Bible while shar- 
ing Liberalism’s attitude toward it. The 
Christian Century of March 20, 1924, 
editorialized quite correctly that Fun- 
damentalism “could not match the tol- 
erance of Modernism by an equal toler- 
ance without thereby ceasing to be 
Fundamentalism.” To affirm our be- 
lief in the Bible, while allowing that 
others are true who reject it, is a dev- 
astating concession. The Century re- 
marked in. the same editorial that the 
line between such Conservatism and 
Liberalism is “a shaded line—indeed 
there is no ‘line between’ at all.”3 

2 Quoted in “Fundamentalism Versus Mod- 
ernism,”’ compiled by Eldred C. Vanderlaan 
(Wilson Co., New York, 1925, p. 54), from 


“The Modernist Movement in the Church of 
England,” ‘Journal of Religion,’’ Nov., 1922. 


8 Quoted by Vanderlaan, pp. 69-70, from 
“The Christian Century,” 41:358-61. 
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Letter From Betty Elliot 


Auca Indians responding to the Gospel 


October 2, 1960 
Tiwaenu, Ecuador 


DEAREST FOLKS: 


ALERIE and I were flown into Ti- 
waenu on September 21, a ten-min- 
ute trip which left me completely disori- 
ented, when I’d formerly had three days 
to condition myself to the “rugged” 
life! Nearly all the Aucas were on 
hand, including Dayuma, who left an 
hour later to join Rachel and four 
Aucas who will be spending all of this 
month at the Wycliffe base at a lan- 
guage conference with Dr. Pike. ... 
Things are very much the same here, 
except for the airstrip and three houses 
which have walls—they are surround- 
ing my house, which cuts off all my 
view except on the river side. They 
are within four feet of my house, so I 
still get all the noise but none of the 
interest that went with being able to 
see all that went on inside. One house 
belongs to Umi, the Auca woman who 
lived on the hacienda with Dayuma. 
She has a Quichua husband, whose son 
is also here, so I’m having trouble un- 
scrambling the two languages again. 
My house is exactly the same, and 
Rachel had gotten me a new hammock 
from the Cofan Indians, so we're all set. 
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There is plenty of manioc and plantain 
to eat, which is an improvement over 
former times of near famine. MAF will 
be dropping me some things this week 
some time, so I hope there will be 
mat... < 

Val started school [the Calvert Cor- 
respondence Course, Baltimore] the day 
we got back, and breezes through the 
entire lesson in one-half to one hour. 
I’m not pushing her, but she had al- 
ready learned a lot about numbers, let- 
ters, etc. She loves the schoolwork, 
though it is carried on under what, to 
the teacher, seem rather large difficul- 
ties! The Aucas are here, hanging over 
our shoulders, thumbing the nice books 
with their grimy hands, asking ques- 
tions, etc. ... 

Hardly a day has passed since I came 
when Dabu! hasn’t made a special trip 
upriver from his house (just a short 
distance down) to bring me a gift. 
First it was a ball of new cotton string 
made by his witch-doctor wife, which 
he said I should tie around my hips 
“like a true Auca.” Then he brought 
manioc, a feather crown for Phil (he 
asked how many brothers I have, and 





1The man who was bitten on the lower lip 
by a poisonous snake, and whose life Betty 
was instrumental in saving. 


promised to make three more crowns) 
and one for Dan Derr, the pilot; then 
he brought a piece of monkey meat, 
and another day a huge leaf packet of 


ants, which I fried. It was a whole 
frying pan full, and though I confess I 
enjoyed them up to a point, I did get a 
bit choked on so many wings and legs 
and bits of chitin! They are the size 
of large garden peas—fat and reddish 
and furry, with wings an inch or more 
long. I was grateful, knowing that 
Dabu had been up nearly all night 
catching them, and been badly stung 
in the process. 

Dayuma has succeeded in _ getting 
everyone of teen-age or over to wear 
clothes all the time, and a _ sloppier, 
dirtier, more ragged and good-humored 
bunch of derelicts you never saw. With 
no idea of how to wear clothes, even 
less idea of how to wash or mend them, 
the Aucas are a poor representation of 
the “Christian” image clothing is sup- 
posed to help create. They looked 
trim, clean, and beautiful in their own 
red-brown skins. Sic transit gloria 
mundi! 

We had a little meeting at 5:45 this 
morning, to which everyone came, 
dressed after some kind of fashion. ... 
Gikita clad in a very dirty shirt with 
no buttons and a pair of shorts. ... 
I then attempted to tell a simple flan- 
nelgraph story, a thing I’ve hardly ever 
done in any language, but I hoped the 
pictures would make up for the gaps 
in my vocabulary. They seemed to un- 
derstand everything but the spiritual 
application. Then they all sang a very 
lengthy song Rachel wrote to an Auca 
“tune,” about Heaven. Then Gimari 
led in prayer, imitating Dayuma’s sing- 
song, and expressing very nicely her 
trust in God and desire to “live well.” 
I had heard Ipa pray last night, too, 
and it cannot help but touch one to 
realize what these people have learned 
in two years. I cannot, however, be 
sure what it all means. They have 
learned by rote, and when Nimunga 
tells me he “believes two” he means 
that he only remembers a few things 
about the stories Dayuma told; whereas 
Gimari “believes wholly,” meaning she 
has a better memory, and therefore is 
a “better believer.” The stem puni 
means “to believe, to think about, to 
remember, to love, to repeat, to be.” 
Gikita has a very hard time understand- 
ing anything we say, and says he is 
only a “little believer.” “The Lord 
knoweth them that are His.” 

(October 5—Johnny and Danny just 


landed in the MAF plane! So I can 
send this out.) 
Love to all, 
BETTY 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore will I deliver 
him: I will set him on high, be- 
cause he hath known my name” 
(Psa. 91:14). 
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Two Christian Colleges in Formosa 


Producing Christian Chinese leaders 


HE Government of the United States 

is pouring some billions of dollars 
every year into the foreign aid = pro- 
gram in an effort to buttress the cause 
of freedom in the world and to win 
the friendship of emerging nations. If 
the reaction of many of these nations 
is a reliable gauge of the effectiveness 
of this program, one can only gather 
that it is not altogether a_ success. 
Whether or not one approves of the 
idea of foreign aid to begin with, there 
is one thing which is patent: money 
can never build morality. It cannot 
make better men. Unless the financial 
help that is given to these nations is 
accompanied by solid spiritual values, 
the effort is largely a waste. 

Dr. James R. Graham, who has lived 
and worked in the Far East for many 
years, began to be concerned several 
years ago about the radical discrepancy 
between the opportunity for Christian 
higher education on the island of Tai- 
wan (Formosa) and the evangelical re- 
sponse to that need. Christians familiar 
with the situation on Taiwan were 
agreed that the time had long since 
arrived for the establishment of a 
Christian college, but no concrete move 
was being made to bring such into be- 
ing. 

Dr. Graham was convinced that the 
strength of the Church in Free China 
would depend on the quality of its 
national leadership, and that a Chris- 
tian liberal arts college for Chinese was 
of the highest priority. He felt that 
God was indicating that he accept re- 
sponsibility for starting such an insti- 
tution. The dimensions of the task 
appeared overwhelming and the diffi- 
culties almost insuperable as he began 
to move. It involved working simul- 
taneously on both sides of the Pacific, 
procuring land, buildings, and govern- 
mental authority in Taiwan, and pre- 
senting the idea to Christians in the 
United States. 

After three years of ceaseless labor 
on the part of Dr. Graham, the college 
opened in the fall of 1955 near Taipei, 
the capital city. It was called the 
Taiwan Christian College. 

An apparently devastating setback 
came with the second year of the col- 
lege. The government education Min- 
istry announced that all entrance 
examinations and the selection and as- 
signment of students would be handled 
by that office. This of course meant that 
the college administration could not 
guarantee a student body with even a 
Majority of Christians. Although this 
development changed the character of 
the college, the board decided to carry 
on, trying to maintain a strong Chris- 
tian witness among the students. Godly: 
faculty members such as Dr. L. E. 


Lovegren, who had spent close to five 
years as a prisoner of the Communists, 
and Professor John Allison have been 
used by God to bring great numbers 





of the students to open their hearts to 
Christ. 

Dr. Graham felt that governmental 
control of student admissions had re- 
sulted in the sacrifice of his original 
vision. He began, therefore, to think 
in terms of another college, which 
would operate without government rec- 
ognition and hence without government 
control. A beautiful tract of land was 
purchased and in 1959 the first fresh- 
man class of eighty students entered 
Christ’s College. The Taiwan Christian 
College, now called the Taiwan Chris- 
tian College of Science and Engineer- 
ing, was continued in its altered char- 
acter; but with the appearance of 
Christ’s College, Dr. Graham felt that 
his vision of a fully Christian liberal 
arts college could be realized. 

Both of these colleges are included 
in the Free China Christian College 
Association. The Taiwan Christian Col- 
lege has grown rapidly, and now en- 
rolls 1200 students. The facilities have 
improved since the early days of the 
school, but there are tremendous needs, 
including two men’s dormitories, a 
women’s dormitory, a 1200-seat chapel, 
a gymnasium, and a library, all of 
which could be built for about $300,000. 

Christ’s College now has about 150 
students, most of whom are Christians. 
The main building is still incomplete, 
and there is an urgent need for sports 
facilities, a men’s dormitory and din- 
ing hall. 

Although the building of the Church 
of Jesus Christ on this earth has 
always depended on the authority and 
direction of the Holy Spirit rather than 
on human institutions, nevertheless it 
is a matter of history that a great num- 
ber of the men whom God has used 
in this building have been highly edu- 
cated. One has only to remember the 


Dr. James R. Graham 


December 3, 1960 (Lesson for December 18) 





names of St. Paul, Luther, Melancthon, 
Wesley, Simeon, and Calvin, to see this. 
If the Church in Free China is to carry 
on, its leaders must be Chinese. It 
must not be a stepchild of American 


and British foreign missions. It is to 
the end of preparing Christian men 
and women for the work of leadership 
in the Church and witness in society 
that the Free China Christian College 
Association is working. 





The United States address of the 
Free China Christian College Asso- 
ciation is 3900 San Fernando Road, 
Glendale 4, California. 
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Children at Home 


A Rescued Ox Driver 


Founded on fact 


By Laura C. Trachsel 


ITH a thud Don Pancho fell at his 

doorway, dead-drunk. The Hon- 
duran ox driver was too far gone to 
pray to the saints, but his muddled 
brain did recall the brawl, the dagger in 
his hand, the man he had wounded. 
Now he moaned, “He will come soon to 
killme. Can’t I rise? Can’t I run?” 

It was too late. Don Pancho in his 
stupor felt heavy blows on his head. 
“Oh! Oh! my enemy has found me. 
His machete knife is thirty inches long 
and is full of death!” The drunken 
man ducked, and covered his head with 
his calloused hands. Cuts on his head, 
cuts on hic hands, blood, pain, and out- 
cries followed. His enemy ran to hide. 
Don Pancho lay unconscious for hours. 

When the slashed man came to him- 
self, he was lying in bed in his sister’s 
home. His head and hands were big 
with bandages. 

“Sister, will I ever crack the whip 
over my oxen again?” he said. 

She turned away and crossed herself 
before the Catholic shrine in the corner 
of the tiny room. Her brother’s eyes fol- 
lowed her and he guessed her thoughts. 

“No, I am not going to get better; I 
fear my hands are gone,” he moaned. 
In desperation he vowed, “If my hands 
are restored, I shall make hands of sil- 
ver and offer them to the idol at Comi, 
three days’ journey from here.” 

But one thing was settled—hands or 
no hands—Don Pancho plotted to kill 
that man with the machete. 

Because he had to lie quietly while he 
was getting better, Don Pancho became 
increasingly restless and cranky. His 
sister searched high and low for even 
one book to keep him busy. At last she 
found one. 

“Brother, I have found a book down 
in the trunk. I don’t know where it 
came from. It is our one and only book. 
What is it?” 

She placed the old book on the table 
in front of the disabled man. He in- 
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spected it and replied: “It is an old 
Spanish Bible. [ll read it to while 
away my time.” 

His chin and bandaged hands turned 
the pages of the New Testament as hours 
sped by. The absorbed man did not al- 
ways hear the call to meals. Anyway 
he had lost his appetite for even beans 
and tortillas. God’s Word had gripped 
a sinner in its vise. 

“Sister, these are strange words, ‘Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.’ How could I 
ever love the man who cut me up and 
deformed my hands?” 

After a few more days of reading, he 
announced, “I am well enough now to 
go to hear the priest. Perhaps he can 
help me.” Later in the day his sister saw 
Don Pancho returning from the church 
—slowly, painfully, sorrowfully walking 
along with his head down. 

“He could not tell me how to love my 
enemies. I'll read more in the Book. 
Maybe it will give the way to love.” 

So again the chin and the bandaged 
hands turned the pages as Don Pancho 
pored over the Holy Word. He read 
Jesus’ cry on the cross, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” 
He read Stephen’s cry as he was stoned, 
“Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” 
He also read of salvation’s plan, “Who- 
soever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 

With every page he turned, his hunger 
for God increased. “Where, oh, where 
can I find this peace and love for en- 
emies? They say the Protestants wor- 
ship devils—should I go to their chapel 
here in Juticalpa? It’s a great risk. 
But perhaps they would know the 
way.” 

So the barefoot man slipped into the 
chapel one Sunday night. He heard a 
message that was the same as he had 
read in his Bible—that salvation was 
by faith in Christ and not earned by 
work or good deeds. That very night 
he accepted Christ as his Saviour. Im- 
mediately the old hate for his enemy 
disappeared. 

It was not long before the crooked 
hands could hold a stick again and 
drive the oxen. Don Pancho was ready 
to haul cargo. But his old customers 
refused to hire him: 

“You are a Protestant. True, you 
don’t drink and fight. We hear that you 
even love the man who cut your hands 
and wanted to murder you. Bah! what 
a softy you have become! You will 
starve in this town—we hate the evan- 
gelicals!” 

“I love you all. God will take care of 
me,” smiled Don Pancho. And God did 
take care of the ox driver. The Lord 
kept joy in Pancho’s heart so that he 
was always glad to testify for his Lord; 
He helped him to win his family one by 
one; Pancho became a deacon in the 
Juticalpa Church; he was no longer 
poor. For five years he was the only be- 
liever in his little town of Belen. He 
let his light shine steadily in the dark- 
ness of the country of Honduras. Now 
there are more than ten adult believers 
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in Belen. They meet in Don Pancho’s 
house for Sunday school and church. 
God’s Book of love, rescued from the 
trunk, in turn rescued a sinful man and 
his neighbors. 


Marion, Inp. 
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God Times Our Trials 
(Continued from page 945) 


These afflictions depress our spirits, and 
we long to get rid of our heavy bur- 
dens. Our nerves are on edge. We 
are tortured by the everyday happen- 
ings of life. We sigh. We long for 
the day of release. 

Peter now gives us sure consolation 
though it comes to us in strange and 
unlooked-for ways. First he tells us 
that these afflictions are necessary— 
“if need be” (v. 6). We had thought 
that security, joy, and prosperity were 
necessary, but we would scarcely have 
thought that suffering was needed. Per- 
haps, however, we do not always know 
what is beneficial. Peter himself once 
thought suffering to be unnecessary. 
Christ told him that He had to endure 
suffering from the chief priests and be 
put to death. Peter at once exploded. 
“Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 
not be unto thee” (Matt. 16:22). Now 
he has learned better. 

Often we do not know till later what 
is really necessary. A child is taught 
many lessons at school. Most of them 
he thinks are useless, unnecessary, bor- 
ing, and even repulsive. He would 
prefer to spend his time outside at 
play. He sees no purpose in these les- 
sons. But we do. We know they are 
essential if he is to develop mind, body, 
and character. 

Our afflictions are necessary for the 
purifying of our faith. Gold must be 
exposed to the heat of fire or it will 
never be pure. The Christian must 
know the fire of affliction or his faith 
will never be pure. After all, it is only 
when this fire comes that our faith in 
God is really tried. Do we trust Him 
implicitly at such times? Do we really 
believe that He is our loving, heavenly 
Father when sorrows are heaped upon 
our heads? A faith that is able to move 
through difficulties and come out un- 
scathed is highly valued by God. It 
will be a faith that is “found unto 
praise and honour and glory.” So we 
shall be able to say with Job (23:10). 
“When he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.” As Guthrie has said, 
gold that is tried by fire is a “beautiful 
emblem of the saints of God. They, 
like gold, cannot perish by fire, and 
their trials, like the action of fire on 
this precious metal, but purify what 
they cannot destroy.” 

One thing is certain. Affliction is in 
our path because it is a necessary 
stretch of the best road for our life. 
When we are able to review life, we 
shall discover that God has included 
this period of trial because we needed 
it. A man once ascended a lofty moun- 
tain by a circuitous and most difficult 
route. All the way up he kept saying, 


“Surely this cannot be the right way, 
surely there must be a better and an 
easier one than this.” When he reached 
the summit and looked down upon the 
way he had come, he saw that it was 
the best if not the only way by which 
he could have gained his end. Maybe 
it will take some time yet, but we shall 
one day realize that the path that God 
chose was the best. : 

This is a burning question, How long 
is this wearying trial to last? Here is 
a further word of hope. This period is 
carefully and exactly timed by the 
Lord; it is “for a season.” God holds 
the hourglass of life in His hand. He 
superintends the trial. There are times 
when we have no friend with us in our 
affliction, but we are not alone; there is 
One who is always with us, and He is 
our Lord. He will not allow the trial 
to last too long. The vessel of clay 
that is overbaked will crack. The Mas- 
ter Potter never allows that to happen. 
‘We must remember that it is the Potter 
and not the clay that is the best judge 
on the length of time required for the 
firing process. 

At the most, this period is_ short. 
Paul calls it “our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment” (2 Cor. 4:17). 
The longest trial is short when com- 
pared with the happiness of eternity. 
It may seem long to us, just as the 
painful visit to the dentist’s often does, 
but the longest life is short when 
measured by God’s hourglass. The trials 
that leave the deepest wounds have an 
end. 

Further consolation is afforded us by 
our knowledge that our Lord is watch- 
ing over us. He watches over us more 
carefully than a mother watches over 
her child in sickness. As A. B. Simp- 
son has put it: “He knows the way He 
is taking, and there is infinite tender- 
ness in the oversight He gives. He is 
watching the furnace you are in lest 
the heat should be too intense. He 
wants it great enough to purify and 
then it is withdrawn. He knoweth our 
frame. 

We rejoice to know that our Lord has 
every trial in perfect control. He can 
remove it as soon as He sees fit. There 
is no power that is able to prolong it a 
moment longer than God has decreed. 
It only lasts as long as our Lord knows 
is beneficial, and then He _ instantly 
stops it. When it has served its pur- 
pose, God withdraws it. 

Life has a cycle. It is not all plain 
Sailing. It is not all storm. If it were 
all easy, we should never develop that 
Christian character that God is looking 
for in each of us. If it were all difficult, 
we should despair and give up. So 
God works the light and the shade 
into the perfect picture that we shall 
see as an object of beauty when we 
have the detached view. In the straits 
of Gibralter there is a double current. 
The one on the surface flows from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean, and the 
other in the depth flows back again 
into the Atlantic. So we experience 
the double current in life. On the sur- 


(Continued on page 967) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me; because 
the Lorp hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST 
Isaiah 61; Matthew 11:27-30; Luke 7:18-23; printed text, Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11; 


Matthew 11:27-30 


Golden Text.—Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 


lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.—Matt. 11:29 


bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 


claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 


them that are bound; 


2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lorn, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gar- 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lorp, that he 


might be glorified. 


10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lorp, my soul shall be joy- 
ful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a 


11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the gar- 
den causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so 
the Lord Gop will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
forth before all the nations. 


Matt. 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: 
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither know- 
eth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him. 

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 


meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 


souls. 


30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


UR world today is bruised and 
O bewildered, restless and appre- 

hensive. Ambitious leaders, dom- 
inated by greed and_ self-interest, 
jockey for position and power, while 
storm clouds menace the horizon and 
crisis follows crisis. 

All of society’s ills find their origin, 
of course, in the sin of the individual 
heart. This lies in man’s very nature, 
and is so inbred and incurable that 
only God in Christ can handle it. This 
is precisely why Jesus Christ came to 
earth—to deal with the sin question. 
But this could not be settled by some 
mighty stroke of power; for sin is such 
a serious affront to God that its stern 
penalty could be nothing short of death. 
Jesus Christ, by becoming sinless man, 
met this penalty by dying, making it 
possible for God to offer righteously 
His gracious pardon. 

Sin, however, is not only guilt but it 
is also a burden and a bondage. Christ 
stands ready both to lift the burden 
and to liberate the prisoner. But more 
than that: He actually clothes the 
naked and fits him out with a garment 
of righteousness. 

This is true security and true rest. 


Verse by Verse 


Isaiah 61:1.—“The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath sent me to 
bind up the broken-hearted . . . and 
the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound.” The fact that this portion 
of this great prophecy was quoted 
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many years later by our Lord in Naz- 
areth, applying it to Himself, estab- 
lishes the fact of its Messianic char- 
acter (see Luke 4:16-19). Anointed by 
the Holy Spirit at His baptism, He was 
thus equipped to enter upon a ministry 
in behalf of God for distressed man. 
His message would be good news, not 
condemnation. The brokenhearted 
would be healed, and sin’s prisoners 
would be liberated. Christ would serve 
as the great physician and emancipator 
of men. His would be a ministry of 
grace and power. 


Verse 2—“To proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
that mourn.” Christ’s public ministry 
would inaugurate “the year of Je- 
hovah’s favor” (A.S.V.). This “year” 
suggests the long period of this present 
age of grace during which God is be- 
seeching men to be reconciled to Him. 
It is most significant that our Lord sud- 
denly concluded His reading of this 
prophecy with this half-completed sen- 
tence, causing all who heard Him to 
stare (see Luke 4:20). The significance 
of this lay in the fact that the next 
movement in the timetable of prophecy 
involves “the day of vengeance,” and 
this will not be consummated until 
Christ’s second coming. Upon His re- 
turn He will visit wrath upon the 
grace-rejecting world. This will be fol- 
lowed, however, by comfort for the 
true mourners, and the world-wide 
Kingdom of Messiah. 

Verse 3.—“To appoint unto them that 


mourn ... beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise 


for the spirit of heaviness .. . that he 
might be glorified.” Notice the goal 
in this: the glory of God. Subor- 


dinate to this, of course, is the blessing 








of man, but this is always a secondary 
consideration, not primary. 

“Beauty” means “garland” or “tur- 
ban” and replaces the ashes of des- 
pondency. Joy, praise,-and fruitfulness 
are made available and possible be- 
cause of Christ’s rich grace. He not 
only displaces the ugly but replaces 
with beauty. Mercy removes, but grace 
replaces. ; 

Verse 10—“I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord . . . for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of right- 
eousness, as a bridegroom .. . and as 
a bride.” This is part of the rich 
legacy that belongs to every true child 
of God. His rejoicing, if in the Lord 
and not in his circumstances, will be 
constant and unchanging. Not as a 
shuddering criminal, or even as an un- 
clothed parolee, but as a robed prince, 
the Christian stands before the right- 
eous God. He has been cleansed, 
clothed, and crowned. 

Verse 11—“For ... as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it 
to spring forth; so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to spring 
forth before all the nations.” What 
rain is to the living seed in the soil, 
so will be the Lord to the converted 
nations in the coming day of His man- 
ifestation and Kingdom. Righteousness 
of conduct and rejoicing of heart will 
fill the scene that today groans in 
pain (Rom. 8:22). 


Matthew 11:27—All things are de- 
livered unto me of my Father: and no 
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son will reveal him.” Here the 
Lord Jesus has been just refused by 
the cities wherein His mightiest mir- 
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acles have been performed, and recog- 
nition by Israel has been denied Him. 
He looks up to Heaven submissively, 
and then declares that the Father has 
delivered everything into His hands, 
and that He is the sole custodian of all 
of Heaven’s secrets and the executor of 
all of Heaven’s purposes. The Father 
alone fully knows Him. And _ the 
Father Himself is inscrutable unless 
the Son chooses to reveal Him to any- 
one who will take his place as a de- 
pendent babe. 


Verse 28—“Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” This great in- 
vitation still applies to those that rec- 
ognize their need. It never appeals to 
the self-sufficient. Only those who 
have a sense of incompetence and have 
the burden of guilt will find true rest 
in coming to Christ. 


Verse 29.—“Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me...and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.” To take Christ’s 
yoke simply means to come under His 
authority; to make Him true Lord. This 
is an obligation. To learn of Him who 
is meek and lowly in heart is an edu- 
cation. Both issue in another rest— 
rest from self-will in the submission 
to a new and gracious authority. 


_Verse 30.—“For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” The Gospel 
does not free men to do their own 
wills, for this would be but a return 
to slavery. It places upon them a new 
yoke and a new burden. The yoke is 
submission to the new master, and the 
burden is His appointed service. But 
neither is heavy nor galling, but, on 
the contrary, both are easy and light. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Some seven centuries or so after this 
great prophecy of Isaiah was uttered, 
a young artisan who lived in a small 
despised village in a despised province, 
stood up in his village synagogue and 
read it aloud. The passage involved a 
tremendous program of reclamation, and 
all for the glory of God. When halfway 
through the paragraph the young man 
suddenly stopped reading and sat down. 
All the listeners stared in astonish- 
ment. Why did he not finish the pas- 
sage? But their amazement only in- 
creased as he quietly stated that this 
great prediction was being fulfilled that 
very day, and that he, himself, was 
the anointed subject concerned! (See 
Luke 4: 16-21.) 

That young man was Jesus of Naz- 
areth who, from that point on, fully 
demonstrated that He was the very 
one—the only one—capable of fulfilling 
this gracious ministry. God had 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and 
power. He “went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil” (Acts 10:38). 

The ministry of grace, which was 
associated with Christ’s first advent, 
is only part of His activity, however. 
He has a further work to do among 
men. Grace despised necessitates con- 
demnation. At His second advent He 
will act in righteous retribution. But 
this will be followed, in turn, by great 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. December 11.—God’s Promise of a 
Saviour. Isaiah 9; Matthew 4:12- 
17, 23-25; Galatians 4:4-7 
Next Week’s Lesson 
13. December 25.—God’s Gift of Love. Luke 2 








blessing for Zion and the nations under 
the beneficent sway of Messiah-Jesus. 

In that day they shall sing exultingly 
together with their King. Covered by 
that spotless robe of righteousness they 
will join in an outburst of praise that 
finds its source in the Lord Himself. 

Righteousness and rejoicing will fill 
the millennial scene as the renewed 
earth brings forth abundant fruit under 
the beams of the Sun of righteousness 
who arises “with healing in his wings” 
(Mal. 4:2). 

In the meantime the Lord Jesus offers 
forgiveness to the guilty and rest to 
the restless. This rest is for both an 
accusing conscience and a_ troubled 
heart. As we trust Him as Saviour 
and obey Him as Lord we find that 
His is the easy yoke and the light 
burden. He only can bring calm and 
security to the soul. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The gracious ministry of the Messiah 
(Isa. 61: 1-3)’ 

2. The joyous response of the blessed 
(isa. 61:10, 11)‘ 

3. The true rest for the restless (Matt. 
11: 27-30) 


Topics for Development 


New Clothing for the Believer. Ever 
since man in Eden became conscious of 
his nakedness in the sight of God he 
has reached for clothing. His first garb 
was fig leaves (Gen. 3:7). But the 
Lord God removed these, and clothed 
the guilty pair in the skins of slain 
animals (Gen. 3:21). He would teach 
them that any fitness for His presence 
must come by way of death, for such 
was sin’s penalty. All of this, of 
course, anticipated the Gospel provi- 
sion to be made through the death of 
Christ. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


O WHOM does Isaiah 61:1 refer? 
2. In what way was He anointed? 

3. What is “the acceptable year of 
the Lord’’? 

4. When is “the day of vengeance of 
our God’? 

5. Why is it evident that this whole 
prophecy was not fulfilled at the first 
advent? 

6. With what kind of clothing does 
God clothe His own? 

7. Who alone can reveal the Father? 

8. Who are invited to come to Christ 
for rest? 

9. What is Christ’s yoke? 

10. How may we have the second 
“rest”? 
(Answers on page 960) 


But man is naturally proud and self- 


sufficient. He would much prefer to 
provide his own clothing. And realiz- 
ing in a dim way that such clothing 
must be good, he proceeds to produce 
a righteous garb that may win the 
acceptance and even the admiration of 
the Lord. Thus ignoring God’s right- 
eousness he goes about to establish his 
own (Rom. 10:3). 

The divine pronouncement on all this 
is that “all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). 

The first thing needed, therefore, is 
for man to be stripped. He must be- 
come exposed in the searching light of 
the divine presence. Like the prophet, 
he will hear the word, “Take away 
the filthy garments from him” (Zech. 
3:4). ; 

All of this prepares the way for the 
new robe of righteousness that, because 
of the cross, is “unto all and upon all 
them that believe” (Rom. 3:22). This 
is the only fitness that gives man any 
standing at all before God. It is the 
clothing of His own providing. It is 
“the best robe” with which the father 
robes his returned prodigal (Luke 15: 
22). 

The wearer is thus made fit, being 
outfitted in spotless righteousness, suit- 
able for God’s holy presence. As such 
he can sing, “He hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of righteous- 
ness” (Isa. 61:10). 

Can you find any additional clothing 
in Colossians 3:12-14 that the believer 
should put on? 


Practical Applications 


Did you notice the two rests in Mat- 
thew 11:28-30? These are distinct in 
their character. 

The first rest is for the sinner; the 
second, for the saint. The first is rest 
of conscience; the second, rest of heart. 
The first involves knowing Christ as 
Saviour; the second, the knowing of 
Him as Lord. The first is a gift for 
receiving; the second, a reward for 
obeying. Most of us know the first 
rest; few of us realize the second. 

The second rest comes only when we 
bow to His yoke and learn of Him. 
This “easy” yoke is not forced upon 
us; we must take it. It involves the 
recognition of Christ as Lord over the 
will and of the life. We must own 
His supreme authority. We must no 
longer live unto ourselves but unto 
Him. We must say “No” to self, and 
“Yes” to our Lord. Self-will must be 
crucified and His authority become su- 


preme. 
Then, too, we must learn of (or 
from) Him. As teacher, He will in- 


struct us by His Spirit through His 
Word, as well as in His day-by-day 
dealings with us. As we abide in fel- 
lowship with Him, and as we submit 
to His authority and listen to His voice, 
we are made free from self-will which 
is the worst form of tyranny. Thus we 
find true rest in a world that seethes in 
restlessness. 


Golden Text 
Matthew 11:29.—“Take my yoke upon 
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you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.” The Christian 
position is a paradox—it is one of free- 
dom and yet at the same time one of 
service and servitude. Christ has made 
us free from “the yoke of bondage” 
(Gal. 5:1), of the Law with all of its 
impossible demands for the natural 
man. But this freedom brings with it 
the desire to yield worshipfully our 
lives to our new Master. To take His 
easy yoke and to learn from Him means 
true security and rest. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 
“There Is Sunshine in My Soul Today” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart’ 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, our Father, for the “good 
tidings of great joy” given to men by 
the Saviour’s coming. As we ponder 
this lesson of Old Testament prophecy 
and new Testament fulfillment, may 
we see how much we owe to Thy gift 
of Thy Son. So may we rejoice in 
Thee and Thy salvation. Where people 
know not the Gospel, there send the 
message that all may have the oppor- 
tunity of receiving the Saviour. Amid 
the bustling activity of this season, 
keep us mindful of Thee and our debt 
to the Lord Jesus. May we increas- 
ingly learn of Him and grow more like 
Him. To the rebellious and sinful give 
Thy Holy Spirit and a changed heart. 
To suffering and sorrowing ones, the 
oppressed and the disappointed, give 
help and comfort. Make us all chan- 
nels of Thy mercy to one another, and 
keep us abiding in Thy Word and Thy 
will, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One Sabbath Day 
when the Lord Jesus was back in His 
home town of Nazareth, He went to 
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the synagogue and was asked to read 
God’s Word. He turned to the passage 
in Isaiah before us today and read: 
“The Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek .. .” (61: 
1). When He finished reading, He said: 
“This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears” (Luke 4:21). His coming 
and His preaching good tidings ful- 
filled this prophecy. 

In our Matthew verses we find our 
Lord fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy by 
Saying, “Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 














your souls” (11:29). Here was good 
tidings for burdened people. It called 
them to lay aside the yoke of sin and 
take instead the yoke of Christ. “My 
yoke,” He said, “is easy”—that is, as 
against other yokes. In time no yoke 
proves so hard as sinful, self-willed liv- 


. ing. To people who had found the yoke 


of sin hard, Christ says, Take my yoke 
instead, assuring them they will find 
rest of soul. 

Rest from a disturbed conscience is 
ours when we repent, turn to Christ, 
and know ourselves forgiven. To that 


- He adds the rest of inward satisfaction 


in rising above a sinful past to a new, 
Christ-honoring life. But this requires 
taking Christ’s yoke and learning of 
Him. It requires becoming His dis- 
ciple, trusting Him, learning of Him and 
obeying Him. Lay aside the yoke of 
sin and accept the yoke of Christ. Then 
your inward unrest will cease as His 
rest steals into your heart. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom. M. Olson 


“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me...” (Isa. 61:1).—The Lord Jesus 
was unique in this respect that the 
Father gave “not the Spirit by measure 
unto him” (John 3:34). The absolute 
fullness of the Holy Spirit resided 
bodily in Him (Col. 2:9). 

All His words were spoken in the 
power of the Spirit and all His works 
were wrought in the Spirit’s power. 
Hence, the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost was the charge that He was 
possessed by an unclean spirit—that of 
Beelzebub—which would make our 
Lord the chief agent of the Devil. 

At His baptism, the Lord Jesus was 
visibly anointed with the Holy Spirit 
and with power (Matt. 3:16; Acts 10: 
38). 

Each believer is sealed, indwelt, and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
1:13; 1 John 2:27), and is exhorted to 
“be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). 

After a famous artist died in Rome, 
a lad appeared at the door of the studio 
and begged for the master’s brush. He 
yearned to be a great artist and thought 
the possession of the master’s brush 
would greatly assist in the realization 
of his desire. 

The widow gave the lad the brush 
saying, “This is the brush; try it, my 
boy.” With a flush of earnestness in 
his countenance, he tried but found he 
could paint no better than with his 
own. The woman then said to him, 
“You cannot paint like the great painter, 
unless you have his spirit.” 

A believer, having the Spirit of 
Christ, must allow that Spirit to em- 
power him to do the work of the 
Lord approvingly and fruitfully. 
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“...to preach...to bind up... to 
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proclaim (Isa. 61:1).—When 
visiting Nazareth, my wife and I sought, 
with sanctified imagination, to depict 
the scene in the synagogue there, on 
that memorable Sabbath Day, when 
the One who had lived in their midst 
for thirty years, and was known as 
the carpenter, stood up, deliberately 
turned to the great Messianic prophecy, 
read it, and said, “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 
4: 16-21). 

In all the years of regular attendance 
at synagogue services, He had never— 
as far as the record is concerned—said 
or done anything like that before! He 
actually presented Himself to them as 
the predicted Messiah! 

At first they pronounced His words 
“gracious,” and wondered at them; but 
as soon as He implied that the Gentiles 
would benefit from His ministry, they 
began their unsuccessful attempt to kill 
Him! 

How faithfully He did everything 
He was anointed to do! What an op- 
portunity the residents of Nazareth 
missed! All the poor, the broken- 
hearted, the captives, the blind, and 
the bruised could have had their needs 
fully met and their lives changed by 
the Messiah in their midst; but they 
were “filled with wrath, and rose up, 
and thrust him out of the city” (Luke 
4:28, 29). So, He went elsewhere, as 
this same fourth chapter of Luke re- 
veals, to carry on His preaching, heal- 
ing, and delivering ministry. 

At even, ere the sun was set, 

The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay; 


Oh, in what divers pains they met! 
Oh, with what joy they went away! 


Many people today who would 
severely criticize the people of Nazareth 
for thrusting the Lord out of their 
town do not seem to realize that they, 
too, are keeping the risen Lord at a 
distance when they fail to receive Him 
by faith, as He is presented to them 
with His offers of forgiveness, deliver- 
ance, life, and peace. 

“To proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord .. .” (Isa. 61:2).—How thank- 
ful we are that He closed the Book 
with this statement! The day of ven- 
geance of our God will surely come (2 
Thess. 1:7-10); but it is not part of the 
mission He was to accomplish at His 
first advent. It pertains to His second 
advent. 

“The acceptable year of the Lord” 
is still running its course. It is this 
day wherein salvation and the free 
favors of God profusely abound. 

“Behold, now is truly the time for a 
gracious welcome and acceptance [of 
you from God]; behold, now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2, Amplified 
WN. T.). 

This is the day in which anyone may 
accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour (John 
1:12) and be acceptable to Him (John 
6:37). 

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord 
.. .” (sa. 61:10) —When He clothes 
one in “the garments of salvation” and 
covers one with “the robe of righteous- 
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ness,” there is ample and sure cause 
for rejoicing. 

The righteousness of God, which is 
by faith in Christ Jesus, is “upon all 
them that believe” (Rom. 3:22); there- 
fore, every believer should “joy in 
God” (Rom. 5:11). 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me...” (Matt. 11:29)—The Son 
whom no man knows, in His full deity, 
is the very one who mentions two 
“rests.” One is received by coming to 
Him; the other is found in taking His 
yoke and learning of Him. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, if you ever have the 

chance to visit Nova Scotia in 
Canada, do so—and you will be pleas- 
antly surprised. Among the mountains 
of Cape Breton, when you travel lei- 
surely along some of the dirt roads of 
the countryside, you will pass by old 
farm houses, see sheep and cattle graz- 
ing in the fenced fields, now and then 
catch sight of a yoke of oxen being 
driven by a farmer. Such scenes were 
common in eastern United States a 
hundred years ago, before the auto- 
mobile and tractor replaced the horse 
and the ox. 

In today’s Golden Text Jesus bids us 
do three things: (1) Become His work- 
ing partner: “Take my yoke upon you.” 
(2) See what He does and listen to what 
He says: “Learn of me.” (3) Reach the 
conclusion that humble service brings 
abiding satisfaction: “For I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.” 

Now, fellows, let us make believe 
that you are traveling along a dirt 
road up in the hill country. And, be- 
hold, you come upon a wagon stuck 
in the mud in the middle of the road. 
To the right in front there stands an ox 
with a yoke upon his neck. The ox 
is weary and needs assistance. But 
the left portion of the yoke is vacant. 
Let us assume for the moment that the 
weary ox is a talking beast. He says 
to you, “I want and need a partner. 
Someone to pull this load with me. 
There is a place for you underneath 
my yoke beside me. Will you take my 
yoke upon you?” 

And you, wishing to do something 
useful in the world, and also to be- 
come as strong as an ox, accept the 
invitation, take your place beside the 
talking ox, and then proceed to haul 
the wagon behind you. 

You may laugh, lads, laugh. But 
Christ wants you and needs you to 
help pull His load and become His 
partner in the greatest work of the 
world. 
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As Maltbie D. Babcock wrote: 
Be strong! We are not here to play, to dream, 
to drift; 


We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 
Shun not the struggle: face it, ’tis God’s gift. 

As we travel with Christ we learn 
all about Him. When we become Jesus’ 
partner, and walk where He walked, 
what do we discover? 

First, Jesus had compassion on and 
pity for all people. Just read through 
any one of the four Gospels, and see 
how the heart of Jesus went out to the 
unfortunate, the oppressed, and the 
sick. 

Second, Jesus not only had compas- 
sion on mankind, but He did something 
to relieve suffering humanity. It is 
one thing to say, “What a pity!” But 
it is another thing to do something. 

Did you ever see the following scene 
painted upon a canvas? “When the 
even was come, they brought unto him 
many that were possessed with devils: 
and he cast out the spirits with his 
word, and healed all that were sick: 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare 
our sicknesses” (Matt. 8:16, 17). 

Say, fellows, this is the first instance 
in recorded history of a free open air 
clinic. Jesus, the Son of God, laid His 
sacred hands upon these unfortunates, 
and He “healed all that were sick.” 

We may safely say that our Lord’s 
parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:30-37) has been the inspiration for 
the building of more hospitals than any 
other written page in all human and 
divine literature! Why does this. par- 
able inspire to action? Because the 
Good Samaritan, unlike the scribe and 
the Levite, when he saw a man in 
desperate need, that very moment did 
something about it. 

When Jesus saw the multitudes as 
sheep without a shepherd, he had com- 
passion upon them, and preached the 
Good News. Jesus instructed the dis- 
ciples of John the Baptist to report to 
their leader, “The blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor 
the gospel is preached” (Luke 7:22). 

Last of all, humble service does bring 
abiding satisfaction. “For I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.” 

Peter summarized our Lord’s min- 
istry in these words: “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were op- 
pressed of the devil; for God was with 
him” (Acts 10:38). 

Fellows, some folk pooh-pooh the do- 
gooder. But the do-gooder as such 
should not be condemned before his 
motives are examined. The following 
questions should be asked: (1) does the 
do-gooder do good to be seen of men? 
(2): to earn salvation in Heaven? Or 
(3) does the do-gooder function in 
imitation of Jesus Christ; and (4) does 
he acknowledge that Christ has in- 
spired him to do good, and is his per- 
fect example and pattern? For the 
Christian, numbers (1) and (2) are 


out, but (3) and (4) are in. We do 


good in imitation of Christ and to 
glorify His name. 

To be a yokefellow of Christ should 
be every Christian’s ambition and goal. 
In this assignment, there are no dis- 
tinctions—such as clergy and laity, rich 
and poor, young and old, blind and 
seeing. To all, Christ says, “Take my 
yoke upon you.” 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we finish learning the last 

question and answer on our card 
about God the Holy Spirit: Question, 
“What is the fruit of the Spirit?” An- 
swer, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, méekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law” (Gal. 5: 
22, 23). 

Last week we studied many of God’s 
promises in the Old Testament: about 
the coming Saviour. We saw that our 
Saviour fulfilled all these prophecies 
at His first coming. (There are other 
Old Testament prophecies concerning 
Christ that will be fulfilled at His sec- 
ond coming.) Because our Lord Jesus 
came to earth, fulfilling all the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning His 
birth, enduring suffering and death for 
our sins, we will some day be welcomed 
into His glorious Heaven. The verses 
we learned this morning show how we 
may be made fit for that holy place. 
When we accepted Christ as Saviour, 
it was settled that some day we would 
live in Heaven. But God did not take 
us to Heaven at once. He left us on 
earth for two reasons: (1) That we 
may grow like the Lord Jesus, (2) 
That we may win others to Him. 

If the Holy Spirit fills us, He will 
develop in us the fruit of the Spirit, 
which we have just memorized. Our 
Lord Jesus had all these qualities in 
infinite perfection. 

This morning our lesson is about the 
compassion of Christ. Compassion is 
loving sympathy that is expressed in 
gentleness and kind actions. If all of 
us who are saved were full of compas- 
sion for others, many more people 
would be won to Christ. 

Turn to Isaiah 61, and read verses 
1-3. This is the Lord Jesus speaking 
of Himself, through the Prophet Isaiah. 
We learn this in Luke 4:16-21. In 
these verses the Saviour says, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” As 
Man, Jesus was always filled with the 
Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit 
indwells ‘us and wants to make us 
more Christlike. 

What in these verses shows the com- 
passion of Christ? (He was going to 
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preach good tidings to the meek, to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, to open 
the prison for them that are bound, 
and to comfort all that mourn.) Girls, 
do you know that some of Christ’s 
followers have done these very things 
by the power of the Holy Spirit? But 
not all of Christ’s followers together 
could be as wonderful as He is! 

Now read verse 10 of this same chap- 
ter. Isaiah, by inspiration, is speaking 
here about himself, telling what the 
Lord has done for him. In the sight of 
God our best deeds are like filthy rags. 
But when we come to Him, confessing 
our sinfulness and seeking His cleans- 
ing, He clothes our souls in the beauti- 
ful garments of salvation, and the spot- 
less robe of His righteousness! 

Next we will read Matthew 11: 27-30. 
What a gracious invitation to come to 
Christ and learn of Him! You remem- 
ber one fruit of the Spirit is meek- 
ness? Our blessed Lord, the ruler of 
the universe, is “meek and lowly in 
heart.” Verse 28 promises rest of con- 
science to those who come to Christ 
heavy laden with their sins. Verse 
29 promises rest of heart to those who 
become meek and lowly, like Himself. 

Our last Scripture is Luke 7:18-23. 
What, in these verses, shows our Sav- 
iour’s compassion? (He cured many 
of their infirmities and plagues and 
cast out evil spirits. He gave sight to 
the blind. He made the lame walk. 
He cleansed lepers. He made the deaf 
hear. He preached the Gospel to the 
poor.) Every one of these things shows 
His compassion. He healed everyone 
who appealed to Him for help, and 
even some who did not! The earlier part 
of this chapter tells how He stopped 
a funeral procession one day, and 


‘raised to life again a dead young man, 


the only son of his widowed mother! 
She had not asked the Saviour’s help, 
but He was moved with compassion 
for her. 

We read that Jesus had compassion 
on a leper (Mark 1:41), on two blind 
men (Matt. 20:34), on a maniac (Mark 
5:19), and five times over we read that 
He had compassion on the multitude. 
Once when He and His disciples were 
seeking a quiet place for a little rest, 
the multitude followed Him. Instead 
of being annoyed at this intrusion, 
Jesus was moved with compassion for 
them, and fed their bodies and souls. 

Our Saviour looked on all the needy 
with loving compassion, ready to meet 
their needs, no matter what they were. 

At this season of the year, there are 
opportunities to help others who lack 
money or friends. The Holy Spirit 
wants to move us with compassion to 
help others in any way we can. If we 
allow Him to do this, we will ex- 
perience that “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 


“FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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_..he gets a Bible 








- Because I get this 
Annuity Check... 


ABS Annuity Checks that bring 
you so many blessings-also bring 
the Gospel to Hungry Hearts 


An immediate, lifelong, unchanging, 
unfailing income—large tax savings— 
freedom from investment worries and 
expenses—great Christian satisfaction in 
sharing the Master’s mission—the Bible 
Society Record with its illuminating ar- 
ticles—these are the blessings you receive 
when you buy an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, no matter how small. 

And in turn, these are the riches you 
give: You help support the work of 
translating the Scriptures into more and 


more languages and dialects—and dis- 
tributing them in more ways. You help 
supply the Word of God to the spiritually 
hungry everywhere, many of them blind, 
illiterate, homeless and distressed. 

Send for the booklet that tells you how 
you can give and receive so generously. 


; Prompt, full payments ° 
° without fail ° 
: for over a century ‘ 





INCOME 





ASSURED 


BIBLE SOCIETY ° 





Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-120, 








AMERICAN 
End Worry 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
With An 
ABS. entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Annuity — me. 
Agreement Name } Miss 
Address 
SEND COUPON 
TODAY! 
City 


State 


Zone. 

















(13) 955 








The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Reached by Concern.—Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls (Matt. 11:29, 
Golden Text). A devoted elder, bur- 
dened for souls, one morning called 
upon a skeptical blacksmith for whom 
he had been wrestling in prayer. With 
deep feeling, he said, “Mr. R——, I am 
greatly concerned for your salvation— 
greatly concerned for your salvation!” 
and burst into tears. He could say no 
more, and returned home. “Greatly 
concerned for my salvation!” It rung 
through the blacksmith’s ears like a 
thunderclap in a clear sky. “Greatly 
concerned I ought to be for my own 
salvation. What shall I do?” It was a 
new and unanswerable argument for 
religion. He went to his Christian wife 
and asked her what to do. She advised 
him to follow the elder home. He did 
so, and, greeting him, said, “I am come 
to tell you that I am greatly concerned 


for my own salvation.” They prayed 
together, and the man, whom no logic 
could reach, was converted—a striking 
testimony to the power of sympathy. 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Just for Me.—He hath sent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted (Isa. 61:1). In 
my cabin at a summer conference a 
shy, introverted little lady in her fifties 
sat telling me the tragic story of her 
life. She was the colorless and unno- 
ticed member of a rather brilliant and 
talented family. For years she carried 
her pain of feeling unwanted and it 
twisted her personality out of any re- 
semblance to the one God intended her 
to have. Her very pain at being ig- 
nored made her more of a burden to 
her uncaring family. And so her heart- 
ache grew. And when it had reached 
the breaking point at the tragic circum- 
stances surrounding her father’s death, 
she let it break at the foot of the cross 
of Jesus Christ. Being Jesus Christ, of 
course, He healed her heart. And I 
shall never forget the look on her 
plain, but radiant face as she said 
shyly, but with great certainty, “If no 
one else in all the world had needed a 
Saviour but me, Jesus would have died 
—just for me.”—From “Early Will I 
Seek Thee,” by Eugenia Price. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Witness in a Cemetery.—To proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and 


the day of vengeance of our God; -to 
comfort all that mourn (Isa. 61:2). In 
a large cemetery a Christian minister 
who was taking a quiet walk in the 
evening stopped to speak to a young 
man who seemed terribly downcast as 
he stood beside a grave. “Thank you, 
sir,” said the young fellow. “My dear 
mother is buried here, she had a hard 
life, my father was a hard man to get 
along with, and oh, so selfish. But my 
mother was a Christian, and she led me 
to the Lord. I know it’s all right with 
her now, but sometimes I come here 
and I remember those hard days all 
over again, and it makes me feel badly. 
But I have the blest comfort Christ 
alone can give to all mourners. Some- 
times I come here just to witness to 
mourners who do not have the comfort 
He can give. I have been able to do 
quite a bit of personal work here in 
this cemetery.”—Told by the minister. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scarborough, 
Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


Failing Body, Radiant Countenance. 
—I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God 
(Isa. 61:10). A writer tells how there 
lived near him a fine old Scotsman. 
Time had shortened his steps. His 
hair was silvery white, his shoulders 
bent, and he was sorely drawn out of 
shape by rheumatism. But when his 
friend hailed him with “How are you 
today, Grandfather?” there came back 
the cheery words: “Oh! I am all right. 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
West Indies - South America 






















The sunpDAy scHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 
arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
throughout. 

Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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My old body has g’n oot, but I’m all 
right.” The body was falling to pieces 
like an old house, but the faithful old 
man was being preserved with all the 
peautiful graces of the Christian life 
blossoming with sweeter fragrance as 
he neared the heavenly climate. 
So long His power has blessed me, 
Sure it still will lead me on 
O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, 
Till the night is gone. 
—From the Guardian. Sent by. J. Ed- 
ward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Thrill of Possession—For he hath 
clothed me with the garments of sal- 
vation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness (Isa. 61:10). A 
friend of ours purchased a home from 
a woman who wanted to sell the house 
and everything in it just as it stood. 
She was leaving to marry a very wealthy 
man who owned a_ much eiarger 
house, which was elaborately furnished. 
All she wanted was cash. Our friend 
satisfied himself that the house and lot 
were worth the cash price she asked, 
and made the purchase. We were with 
him and his wife when they entered 
rooms and opened drawers, and were 
amazed at the quality—and the quan- 
tity—of the china, linen, silverware, 
drapes, rugs, and furniture. Not many 
folks have had that kind of thrill, but 
the believer who knows something 
about possessing his possessions has 
something vastly superior.—From Tom 
M. Olson in the Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


Divine Resting Stone.—Come unto me 

. and I will give you rest (Matt. 11: 
28). India has many boy merchants. 
For their use, as they journey, the 
charitable have placed rest stones along 
the roads. A missionary once passed 
a weary young boy as he reclined 
against one of these stones, and quoted 
to him Jesus’ words, “Come unto me 

. and I will give you rest.” The lad 
was invited to the mission school. There 
he came to know and love Jesus. His 
face lighted up as he heard the verse 
which begins, “The Lord Is My Rock.” 
He exclaimed, “That is better than any 
resting stone! It keeps one rested all 
the time!”—From Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Measure Both Sides—My burden is 
light (Matt. 11:30). The burden the 
Lord Jesus gives us may sometimes 
seem heavy, not light. But He gives 
strength for it, and then it seems light 
enough. As C. H. Spurgeon said in his 
Sermon, “Life’s Inevitable Burden,” 
“What infinite supplies you have, Chris- 
tian! Talk of your expenses! Look at 
your income! Speak of your poverty! 
Look at your wealth! You talk of your 
weakness; now estimate your strength. 
You can cast the plumb line to the 
bottom of your sorrows and measure 
the Atlantic waves of your grief, but 
you cannot measure heaven above, nor 
the earth beneath, nor the depths of 
hell; and if you could measure these, 
God is greater than them all. Oh! 
wherefore, then, do you despond be- 
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Moody 
Survivorship 
Annuity 


Providing for loved ones... 





both Y 0 UJ When you go to be with the Lord, 







Moody Survivorship annuities 
provide your loved ones with the 











loved one 


C 1 n d Q ys same regular, generous returns 
that you received during your life- 
time. 

Dividends from securities and 










other investments may fluctuate, 
but your Moody annuity returns 





Can en JO ya always remain the same for you 









and your survivors—regardless of 














economic conditions. 
G F N oa RO U S, For more than fifty years, the 






Institute has paid all returns in 
full and on time. Annuities are not 














U N C oy A N G i N G subject to legal controversies—an- 
other guarantee that payments 
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Name. Age. 
Address. 
City. Zone State. 


will be made in full—and without 
the delay so often experienced in 
the administration of estates. 









The story behind ‘“‘Double Dividends” ... 


Not only are you assured of a generous income for life with Moody 
annuities, but you also have the joy and satisfaction of knowing that 
your dollars are being used to help train missionaries, pastors and 
other Christian workers. You will also have a share in Moody’s many 
other soul-winning ministries, including gospel-science films, radio 
and the world-wide distribution of gospel literature. Write today for 
FREE BOOKLET giving the complete story on “Double Dividends.” 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 





Write: Annuity Department 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
Please send me, without obligation: [] “Double Dividends,” the story 
of Moody annuity plan. [] “Where There’s a Will,” telling of steward- 
ship in relation to wills. 


Dept. S-0-47-1 
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IS THERE | 


PIONEER BLOOD 
IN YOUR VEINS ? 


If you respond to adventure 
in stories of the frontier days 
— if you sometimes feel a 
strange kinship with the men 
and women who conquered 
the Old West—then you have 
pioneer blood in your veins. 


Pioneering days are not over. 
Today in out-of-the-way rural 
communities American Sun- 
day-School Union missionaries 
are pioneering in Gospel work 
— starting Sunday schools in 
isolated communities like those 
below. 











YOU 
CAN PIONEER 
THROUGH 
PRAYER 











Write for a copy of 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 
to learn more about pioneering 
with ASSU. Write to 
Department of Missions 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Our field workers are available for speak- 
ing engagements. 
THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 
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cause of the big burden, when you 
have peculiar help, peculiar joy, pe- 
culiar hope, and peculiar strength? Rest 
in God and be joyful.”—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Promise Comes True 
(Luke 7:18-23) 

ICTURES of the two babies and 

of John the Baptist’s work, used 
in the last two lessons, may still be 
in evidence as a silent review. If 
size permits, mount them on colored 
paper cut in Christmas designs to be 
hung up: star, bell, tree, wreath. 
Awarding of seals for Christmas orna- 
ments, suggested in the last article, will 
give an opportunity for mentioning the 
promise of the Baby who would do 
wonderful things. 

At first John was very sure that 
Jesus was the promised one. “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. . . . I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him .... this 
is the Son of God,” he said to the wait- 
ing crowds (John 1:29, 32, 34). 

But now John was in prison. Why? 
He who had always lived out-of-doors 
in the wide open spaces was shut up 
in a dungeon. Perhaps he whiled away 
the long hours by singing Psalms: “I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 

.’ John’s friends came to tell him 
that Jesus was preaching now; yes, and 
curing people of incurable diseases; He 
even made a dead young man, being 
carried out to the cemetery, come to 
life. And yet He didn’t do anything 
to rescue John. Didn’t He _ care? 
Wasn’t He going to use His power as 
mighty God and fair King to help the 
one who had pointed so many people 
to Him? John wondered and thought 
and prayed. Perhaps the Lord Jesus 
needed to be reminded about His faith- 
ful herald in prison. Perhaps—could 
it be possible?—perhaps this was not 
the promised one after all! John sent 
two of his disciples to ask the Lord 
Jesus straight out: “Are You the one 
who was promised to come, or should 
we expect another one?” 

The Lord Jesus acted out His an- 
swer. (Read Luke 7:20-22.) Did that 
answer prove He was the promised 
one? Yes. Then what about John’s 
unspoken question: “If You are the 
great expected one, why don’t You do 
something about me, Your faithful 
servant?” That is answered in verse 
23. It means: “Don’t get upset and 
not believe in Me because I do not do 
what you expect Me to; you have to 
trust Me to do what is right, even 
though you cannot see why.” And do 
you know, boys and girls, the Lord 


ANNUITIES and 


LIFE-USE CONTRACTS 


HOUGH FON 


CHRISTIAN 
LABORATORY U 
OF LEARNING 
Write for full information to: Houghton College, Houghton,N.Y, 


FULLY ACCREDITED 











STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 


Accredited college preparation for 
boys. Distinctive Christian training. 
Grades eight to college entrance. 
Boys from sixteen states and sixteen 
foreign countries. Full athletic pro- 
gram. 70-acre campus, accessible by 
car or train. Thirty-ninth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 














APRIL 
1961 


PILGRIMAGE 


TO ISRAEL, 
NEAR EAST, EUROPE 


Five weeks that will yield a lifetime of 
wonderful memories. Sailing April 5 on the 
Queen Mary; sight-seeing in London, Paris, 
Rome, Switzerland, Syria, Egypt, Greece . . . 
Ten days in the Holy Land visiting Biblical 
sites in Jerusalem, Jericho, Bethlehem, Naz- 
areth, Mt. Carmel, the Sea of Galilee and 
many other points of interest. 


Prophetic Conference on 
shipboard and joint Congress 
in Jerusalem with British and 
Israeli Christians. Principal 
speakers Dr. William Culbert- 
son, Dr. John Walvoord. Regis- 
tration for Pilgrimage limited 
to 150. Refundable $100 de- 
posit will hold your reserva- 
tion. Allow yourself planning 
time; reserve now. Half of 
reservations already taken. 
Write for full information. 











DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR: JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC 





WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


y WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 











Looking for a Coeducational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


(Also grades 7 and 8) 
WHERE CHRIST IS FIRST?— 


a Hew Aca dias Y 


SHARK RIveER HILLs 


NEPTUNE, NEW JERSEY 


Box 65 
Attention Dr. John J. McCall 


Distinctive Christian Education 

















If He seems to have gone away it is 
probably because we are out of step 


with Him.—J. Elwin Wright. 








MOODY’S NEW, INFORMATIVE, 
COLOR, SOUND FILM... 


“THROUGH THE 
ARCH” 


Length, 20 minutes « 16mm 


The story of student life and study at Moody 


Bible Institute. An excellent film for... 
© Christian Education Conferences 
e Youth Meetings 
® College Nights 


Prints are limited so we urge that you make 
arrangements for the showing in your church 
well in advance of date needed. For more 


detailed information 
MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago 10, Ill. Dept. S-0-856 


Please send me descriptive folder on 
film, ‘“Through the Arch,”’ with in- 
formation on scheduling, 








State. 


Zone. 
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let John stay in prison until one day 
King Herod had John’s head cut off as a 
gift for his dancing stepdaughter! Why 
would a girl want such a thing? She 
wanted to give it to her mother who 
hated John for what he had said about 
Herod’s marrying her. 

Maybe it does not look as if God took 
care of John. Way back then, would 
one rather be Herod on his throne or 
John in prison? But now, right now, 
which one would you rather be? The 
Lord Jesus had some good words about 
John (vv. 24, 26-28). And I expect 
John earned his “blessed” by keeping 
his trust in the Lord Jesus no matter 
what happened to him. 

“Jesus of Nazareth . . . went about 
doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed .. . for God was with him” 
(Acts 10:38, Memory Verse). We can- 
not do the big things to help people 
that the Lord Jesus did. But could we 
have this said about us: Ruth went 
about doing good, and helping all that 
were oppressed, for God was with her? 

You may not be able to buy an 
expensive Christmas present for your 
mother. But you can give her an ex- 
pensive gift—one that would cost you 
a lot! Is there something she often 
asks you to do that you do not like to 
do? Or something else you can prom- 
ise her for a whole year? Write your 
promise on a pretty piece of an old 
Christmas folder, and wrap it in a little 
box all fancy. You can make other 
people—and God—a present like this. 
But be sure, with God’s help, that you 
keep your promises! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ILLY is grown-up now. He has 
B even been an officer in the Marine 
Corps. But when Billy was just your 
size, he was an unhappy, lonely boy. 
Billy and his three brothers had a 
mother and daddy who were busy 
about many things. Unfortunately they 
were so busy that they were not often 
at home. So Billy and his brothers 
were left alone many days and. alto- 
gether too many nights. Finally Billy’s 
mother left home, and the four boys 
never saw her again. Then one awful 
day Billy’s father took the four boys 
to an orphanage and left them there. 
They never saw him again. One by 








It is sometimes worse than vain to 
read, or even to search the Scriptures, 
with mere intellect, as though they 
were merely literary productions to be 
examined and understood with no 
higher faculties than those which are 
associated with an unsanctified scholar- 














Presenting 


Thott Bk 


for AMERICAN BOYS end GIRLS ( 
A child's picture book 
An adoptation in beautiful coler 


A gospel story written by request for the 
children of Korea. Over 15,000,000 pam- 
phlets in more than 12 languages and dia- 
lects of “THE HEART OF PAK” have trav- 
elled around the world and have been widely 

illustrated 

by Doris Van Stone 

Mail your order to 

THE OMAHA GOSPEL TABERNACLE 





| See 33 used of God. 
(8). 
2006 Douglas St., Omaha, Nebr. 


Special rates 
— Quagean on 





6 of more by Mey Sundell Brown 
nes Soo - 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent 
revival among Negro believers in 
Christ. A ni revival spirit is burn- 
ing now among the students here. Let 
us express to them your promise of 
prayer and your good will (Also, a 
Bible Institute worker with executive 
ability is needed.) 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 




















ship.—Arthur T. Pierson. 





MORE EARS TO HEAR... 





because the VOICE 
will be LOUDER 


if you will help with this new 
opportunity for radio station 


HLK=A& 


20,000 watts 1060 kilocycles 
Broadcasting in: 
Chinese Russian 


English 


Koran 
oe NOW IN HAND: 


Government permit to increase 
power to a mighty 50,000 watts! 


%e URGENTLY NEEDED: 
Your sacrificial help NOW to 
make this significant advance 
in radio missions. 


Write for your free pamphlet quoting thrill- 
ing letters from behind the iron curtain. 


Your Name 
Address, 











If you contribute $1.00 or more to HLKX Ex- 
pansion Program [] or HLKX Maintenance 

check square for a gift copy of the Moody 
Press book, WHEN GOD ANSWERED PRAYER. 


THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE MISSION (TEAM) 
2845 W. McLean Avenue, Chicago 47, Illinois 


Dept. ST120 


(17) 959 













one different families came and took 
Billy’s three brothers home to live with 
them. How lonely Billy felt then! No 
mother. No father. No brothers. Oh, 
there were other boys and girls in the 
orphanage. He went to school and 
played with them. There were ma- 
trons in the home who did their best 
to take care of the children. But Billy 
was lonely indeed. Didn’t anyone love 
him? Didn’t anyone want him? Had 
God forgotten all about him? Billy 
had been to Sunday school a few times 
and he knew that there was a God. 
But often he wondered why God didn’t 
arrange for someone to come and take 
him to his home. 

Finally one day Billy was taken to 
a home. There he had a mother and 
father and a sister who loved him very 
much. How happy Billy was! He was 
given new clothes. He had the kind 
of toys he had always wished for. He 
even had an allowance! Before too 
long he had something—or rather, 
Someone—he had never had before. 

Billy went every Sunday with his 
new family, to Sunday school and 
church in the morning, and to Junior 
Christian Endeavor and church at 
night. He never missed and he loved 
it—every bit of it. One night the 
preacher spoke about John the Baptist. 
He said, “John had preached about the 
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pointing to Him one day John cried, 
‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 


away the sin of the world’ (John 1: 
29). John had expected that the Son 
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, would 
quickly get rid of all of the sinfulness 
that was in the world. He would make 
everything right. John felt sure of 
that. But not only had these things 
not happened, but—even worse—John 
had been thrown into prison. Why? 
Simply because he had faithfully 
preached to the people that they should 
be sorry for their sins and turn to the 
Lord God for forgiveness. Always he 
spoke of the Saviour who had come 
from God. And for this he was in 
prison. 

“One day,” the preacher continued, 
“when some of his followers visited him 
in prison, John sent a message to the 
Lord Jesus. This is what he told them 
to ask Him: ‘Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for another?’” 
(Matt. 11:3.) The minister explained, 
“You see John was discouraged. He had 
been doing the right thing, but he was 
suffering for it. He felt that surely if 
the Lord Jesus was the Son of God 
about whom he, John, had preached, 
surely He would get him out of prison.” 

Billy knew how John must have felt. 
As glad as he was to have an orphan- 
age home, he, too, had often won- 
dered why he was left there, why he 
couldn’t have a regular home like other 
boys. Often the orphanage had seemed 
just like a prison to him. 

The minister concluded, “The Lord 


Jesus sent the disciples back to John 
and told them to tell him what they 
had seen. What had they seen? They 
had seen the blessed Son of God cure 
many who were sick and they had 
seen Him give sight to the blind. The 
lame walked. The deaf were made to 
hear. The dead were raised up, as 
God had premised that His Son would 
do” (Isa. 61:1). And that was the day 
that Billy received the Lord Jesus as 
his own Saviour. 


MILLERSVILLE Pa. 
4 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 952) 


1. Christ (see Luke 4: 16-21). 


2. He was anointed with the Holy 
Spirit (see Acts 10:38). 


3. It is this age of grace. 
4. It will follow this present age. 


5. Because the Lord Jesus did not 
introduce “the day of vengeance” at 
His first coming. 


6. Garments of salvation and robes 
of righteousness (see Isa. 61:10). 


7. Jesus Christ, the Son. 
8. The heavy laden. 
9. Glad submission to His authority. 


10. By taking His yoke and learning 
of Him. 


WEsT PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Chart and Compass for Christian 
Laymen. By Randall E. Burchett. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Here is a book 
written by a layman for laymen. Mr. 
Burchett gives us this book out of the 
conviction that new Christians and ex- 
perienced laymen both need material 
on their level written in their language. 
The author presents such basic and 
fundamental truths as the atonement, 
justification, sanctification, by illustra- 
tion and by abundance of Scripture, 
in a very simple yet forceful manner. 
The last chapter entitled, “Fishermen,” 
is worth the price of the book. This 
book will be helpful to laymen, Chris- 
tian workers, and preachers. : 


Devotional Studies in Philippians. 
By Lehman Strauss. (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York 10; $3.) The pastor of the 
Highland Park Baptist Church of De- 
troit is already well known for his 
ministry as a Bible teacher and au- 
thor. The book under review provides 
a helpful sample of the way he feeds 
his Sunday morning congregations. 
This is good expository preaching. It 
combines a faithful interpretation of 
the Word of God with a thorough ap- 
plication of the Biblical truth to the 
everyday life of the members of the 
congregation. The author has read 
widely in preparation for his messages, 
and he knows the scholarly commen- 
taries as well as the popular expositions 
of this Epistle. But the results of his 
study are presented in a way that the 
ordinary man in the pew can under- 
stand, and with a directness that in- 
sists on a response to divine truth. 
Dr. Strauss’s book will encourage peo- 
ple to study the Book for themselves. 
It provides good devotional reading for 
any Christian, and a good pattern for 
any pastor who wants to learn how to 
have an expository ministry. The au- 
thor’s use of alliteration is usually help- 
ful, but sometimes seems a bit forced. 
A more careful proofreading would 
help any second edition of the book. 
But these are relatively minor matters, 
and are far outweighed by the excel- 
lencies already mentioned. 


Protestant Revival Yesterday and To- 
day. By Gerald Ira Ginrich, Th.D. (Ex- 
Position Press, New York 16; $3.50.) 
“This study indicates that we are in the 
midst of a revival of Christianity to- 
day,” says the author. He bases this 
conclusion on an analysis of twelve 
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revival movements that have taken 
place since the Protestant Reformation. 
He begins with the movement started 
by the Wesleys and ends with the 
Korean revival. The author has evi- 
dently done very wide reading on the 
subject of Christian movements. The 
published list of bibliography covers 
twelve pages. The characteristics deal- 
ing with revival practices are found to 
be eight: emphasis on prayer, Bible 
and doctrine, personal counseling, in- 
terdenominationalism, confession of sin, 
organization, singing of sacred songs, 
and an increase in religious gatherings. 
He speaks of these as pertinent to 
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“TURBULENT WATERS” 


by Jane Livingstone 


The Moray family had often traveled abroad on 
business... and had lived in many countries. But 
it took a trip to Colombia for them to meet Christ . . . 
and to endure persecution for their beliefs. Your 
heart will beat rapidly through this saga of kidnap- 
ping, church-burning, violent death... and incredi- 
ble faith. You’ll learn to cherish your own freedom 
of worship . . . and to pray for those 
= 3 oo whose simple witness puts their very 
lives in danger. 
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A dedicated missionary pens the story of Miguel, 
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Against a backdrop of ignorance, superstition, and 
ecclesiastical bigotry, Miguel’s story unfolds. 
You’ll see life in a Colombian village . . . become 
part of the native families . . . see how an intolerant 
religion persecutes the evangelical 
missionaries who love them. 
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methodology. Then he picks out a 
larger number of characteristics per- 
tinent to the impact of revivals on 
non-Christians, on society in general, 
and on Christians. He comes to the 
conclusion that he finds most of these 
characteristics in the current resur- 
gence of religious interest awakened by 
Billy Graham and his party. This 
young evangelist is still making his- 
tory, so the author does not go into his 
story in detail. He speaks of some 
other evangelists who are also work- 
ing for revival, but none of the move- 
ments generated by them is attended 
with the spectacular work of Billy 
Graham. The reader will close the 
volume wishing that there could be a 
more general revival among all Chris- 
tians. 


Christ Our Passover. By Stephen 
Charnock. (Sovereign Grace Publish- 
ers, Evansville 13, Ind., $3.95.) Charnock 
has bequeathed to later generations 
a deeply devotional study of the 
Old Testament supper, its fulfillment 
in Christ, and its counterpart in the 
Lord’s Supper. With that delightful 
Puritan knack for combining the doc- 
trinal and the practical, the author 
enriches our knowledge of the import 
of Christ’s death and its significance 
for daily living. The reader will have 
to endure the handicaps of Charnock’s 
ponderous style and of the small type 
in this reprint, but his reward in spir- 
itual things will be great. 


Why Did Christ Die? By F. E. 
Marsh. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) Dr. Marsh de- 
velops his theme relying in the main 
on word studies. At home in both He- 
brew and Greek, and conversant with 
standard scholarly works, he presents 
a full-orbed doctrine of the work of 
Christ. He defends the “satisfaction” 
view of the Atonement and traces its 
manifold character in both typical and 
didactic form. Although he believes in 
a complete Atonement by Christ he 
seems also to teach that it needs the 
addition of faith to make it fully ex- 
piatory. Since our author deals with 
so many Scripture passages, it is prob- 
able that the reader will not agree 
with all of his interpretations. Never- 
theless, the book as a whole is certainly 
valuable. The author uses a clear, hom- 
iletic style and enlivens his argument 
with interesting anecdotes. 


Practical Religion. By John Charles 
Ryle, D.D. (Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 
New York 16; $4.50.) Here are nine- 
teen strong sermons by the well-known 
evangelical English churchman, who 
was Bishop of Liverpool from 1880 to 
1900, “being plain papers on the daily 
duties, experience, dangers, and priv- 
ileges of professing Christians.” They 
have a quality that is imperative, com- 
pelling, urgent. They are full of sharp 
points for the mere professors, the lazy, 
indifferent, cold, and hypocritical; and 
many have a wealth of comfort and 
inspiration for those who are really 
hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness. They exactly fit the title, for 
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they are indeed practical. Two of the 
best are “Bible Reading” and “Charity.” 
Others outstanding are “Self-Inquiry,” 
“Prayer,” “Happiness,” and “Sickness.” 
All are good and well worth reading 
carefully and prayerfully. In each Dr. 
Ryle used brief outlines of three or 
four points, with numerous subdivisions, 
making them easy to follow. His style 
is vigorous, his arguments systematic 
and convincing, his illustrations from 
the Bible and life very apt; and his 
message is that the Christian life can 
be lived here and now, though things 
will be infinitely better in Heaven. 
The publishers are to be commended 
for bringing to light again this col- 
lection of sermons from one of the best 
writers of the last century. 


Calvin’s Commentaries. The Gospel 
According to St. John 1-10; $4.50. The 
First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians; 
$5. Translated by T. H. L. Parker. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich.) A centenarian is an 
oddity. Though revered, he is usually 
out of touch with current trends. The 
last English translation of Calvin’s 
Commentaries is more than a hundred 
years old. Though revered for the con- 
tent of exegetical material which it 
translates, it is not respected as the 
best translation and was certainly due 
for reVision. This has now been un- 
dertaken with outstanding results. The 
style of the new translation is incisive 
and lucid. Calvin’s meanings have 
been made more pointed and his sen- 
tences less lengthy. All of this serves 
to make his invaluable insights into 
the meaning of Scripture more avail- 
able to the English reader. Here is a 
comparison. At John 3:1 the former 
translation reads: “Of the Pharisees. 
This designation was, no doubt, re- 
garded by his countrymen as honour- 
able to Nicodemus; but it is not for the 
sake of honour that it is given to him 
by the Evangelist, who, on the con- 
trary, draws our attention to it as hav- 
ing prevented him from coming freely 
and cheerfully to Christ.” The new 
translation reads: “Of the Pharisees. 
This was of course a title of honour 
for Nicodemus among his countrymen; 
but the Evangelist does not give it 
him for the sake of honour but on the 
contrary, marks it out as an obstacle 
to his coming boldly and freely to 
Christ.” The translated material is of 
course some of the finest that has ever 
been written. Calvin’s exegesis does 
not merely introduce one to the Bible; 
it leads him into its depths. His loyalty 
to the inspiration of the Scriptures is 
unquestioned; his insights are clear; his 
expression penetrating; and his aim al- 
Ways practical and _ heart-warming. 
Calvin was more than a reformer and 
a theologian. He was one of the 
greatest commentators the church has 
produced. This new translation should 
be widely used to bring Calvin’s ex- 
positions of the Word to this generation 
in a fresh way. 


Biblical Theology of the New Testa- 
ment. By Charles Caldwell Ryrie, 
Th.D., Ph.D. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
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$5.) One of the characteristics of our 
time is a new emphasis, among scholars, 
on the importance of Biblical theology. 
The result of this trend has been a 
renewed study of the progressive rev- 
elation of doctrine in the Bible. To 
this study Dr. Ryrie has made a sig- 
nificant contribution. Many earnest 
Christians are not clear in their own 
thinking as to the distinction between 
Biblical theology and systematic the- 
ology. The thoughtful reader of Dr. 
Ryrie’s Introduction will appreciate the 
careful distinctions he makes in defin- 
ing the scope and sphere of Biblical 
theology, and may well come to an 
increased appreciation of the tremen- 
dous importance of this particular theo- 
logical discipline. His appetite will 
thus be whetted for what follows in 
the remainder of the book. The au- 
thor divides his work into seven parts, 
which deal respectively with the the- 
ology of the Synoptic Gospels, of Acts, 
of James, of Paul, of Hebrews, of Peter 
and Jude, and of John. In each one 
of these sections, Dr. Ryrie presents 
a careful analysis of each author’s life, 
the books themselves, and their prin- 
cipal theological teachings. Dr. Ryrie’s 
theological position is that of a dis- 
pensational premillennialist. He does 
not evade controversial issues, nor does 
he brush them lightly aside. He states 
his own convictions lucidly and con- 
vincingly, and while there are certain 
details of his position that even some of 
his fellow conservatives may challenge, 
the reader is compelled to respect the 
author’s forthrightness and the way he 








The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1961 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1961 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1961 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sans for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 











Our Kinsman-Redeemer 


The incarnation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His birth of a virgin is 
a basic truth of our Christian faith. 
God became man. This is not 
merely a phase in time, but the 
sublimest fact of eternity because 
only through human birth and 
normal development could Jesus be- 
come our eternal High Priest, our 


Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47, 48 sets forth God’s 
tule of redemption. The Israelite 
who had sold himself into slavery 
could be redeemed only by one of 
his brethren. The redeemer must 
be a kinsman! Here we have one 
of the reasons for the incarnation. 
It follows that God must become 
man in order to be our Kinsman- 


Redeemer. 


God became our Kinsman. As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the “Kinsman” who came to be our 
Redeemer. How we rejoice in this 
truth! But our rejoicing is tempered 
with sadness as we think of our 
kinsmen according to the flesh who 
do not know of Him who came to 
save His people from their sins. 


Your prayers and gifts will help us 
more fully to be ministers of His 
saving grace in bringing the Gospel 
of redemption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us in 
the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 
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combines doctrinal firmness with a re- 
freshing freedom from contentiousness. 
This is not a sterile, academic the- 
ology; the author is concerned about 
the translation of doctrinal truths into 
practical experience. Writing of our 
union to Christ, he says: “If a Chris- 
tian is really united to Christ he is 
identified with Christ’s attitude toward 
sin, and this is the strongest reason 
for living the Christian life. This union 
also provides the power to live. Every 
indicative is a veiled imperative—you 
are a new man in Christ, live like one. 
This is the heart of all of Paul’s teach- 
ing about the Christian life” (p. 204). 
Dr. Ryrie, who is president of the Phil- 
adelphia College of Bible, has here 
given us a sound, well-written presen- 
tation of the salient elements of New 
Testament Biblical theology. 


God’s Church. By Alan M. Stibbs. 
(Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago 10; $1.50.) 
It is the serious conviction of many 
evangelical thinkers that a marked 
theological deficiency among Conser- 
vatives is found in the realm of their 
doctrine of the Church. Certainly we 
are being forced, by various pressures 
of our day, including those of the ecu- 
menical movement, to think carefully 
(and Biblically) concerning the true 
nature and ministry of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. Mr. Stibbs’ book has as 
its aim “to trace the sequence of the 
Biblical doctrine of the people of God 
and to show its coherence” (p. 5). The 
author manifests a real understanding 
of the significance of the Scriptural 
teaching for our own day, when so 
many false movements and emphases 
are based on a misunderstanding of. 
the role of the people of God in ful- 
filling the purposes of God. In clear, 
concise language, Mr. Stibbs states the 
teaching of the Word, and shows its 
relevancy to our own times. Laymen 
as well as ministers ought to read this 
book carefully, so that they may un- 
derstand God’s purposes, and not be 
swayed by some of the _ un-Biblical 
trends that characterize our day. While 
the author has obviously made an 
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earnest attempt to present the Biblical 
doctrine of the Church (and has in 
large measure succeeded), certain of his 
statements are open to question. This 
is particularly true in his chapter on 
“The Old and the New Israel,” where 
some details of his teaching may be 
challenged by many who otherwise find 
themselves in full accord with the au- 
thor’s position. 


Audio Visuals in the Church. By 
Gene A. Getz. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.95.) With ninety per cent of the 
average-sized churches owning audio- 
visual equipment, information is needed 
concerning basic principles and _ tech- 
niques for maximum efficiency. In 
addition, sources of equipment and ma- 
terials need to be made available to 
the local church. Here is a book that 
meets these needs. After setting forth 
a challenge, Mr. Getz establishes the 
Biblical foundation and the values of 
visual aids. He proceeds to offer help- 
ful material concerning the use of a 
vast variety of such teaching aids. In 
many instances the cost is negligible, 
which is particularly helpful to smaller 
churches and groups. This volume may 
be adapted to a training program, with 
discussion questions and some suggested 
projects listed in each chapter. Lists 
of sources of visual materials and 
equipment plus a selected bibliography 
and an extensive index greatly enhance 
the value of this manual. 


How To Get Along With People in 
the Church. By A. Donald Bell. (Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) Dr. Bell begins with 
the example of Christ—the right start- 
ing place—and then sets forth some of 
the principles of applied psychology. 
God uses many types of people in His 
service, and we must learn to accept 
them and work with them. “Jesus 
held the perfect role of leader”; so 
Dr. Bell points out the methods He 
used with His followers. Particularly 
good chapters are “Understanding Peo- 
ple,” and those chapters on some direct 
and indirect methods of leading. Dr. 
Bell believes that Old and New Testa- 
ment examples are important for us, 
and he declares that “one does not 
present Christ to others until he has 
accepted Him himself.” His style is 
generally clear and easily understood 
by laymen; but some will be surprised 
by his use of such modern terms as 
“followship” and “positionize.” At 
times, too, he rather seems to labor 
the obvious. But any church worker 
could profit by the good advice here 
given by an experienced Christian psy- 
chologist, who is Director of Graduate 
Studies in Religious Education and Pro- 
fessor of Psychology at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 


Spotted Eagle. By Pearl Roam. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.75.) A young Nez Perce 
Indian lad, who had been reared in all 
the superstition of the tribe of which 
his father, Brown Bear, was the great 
war chief, could not, even with his 
most drastic efforts and the help of 
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Schociston, The First Man Deity, earn 
for himself a name of which his father 
could be proud. Carefully he kept the 
law of the Vigil, and as the story opens 
he has gone through the fifth night of 
the third Vigil having foregone all food 
for five days, having taken three purify- 
ing plunges in the icy stream and yet 
he waited in vain on a rocky ledge 
by a tiny fire for his wy-a-kin (spirit) 
to appear with a warrior name for 
him. At last Brown Bear bought his 
son a name, Spotted Eagle, and the 
Indian lad’s first business was to “get 
even” with his enemy, Broken Nose. 
The story is full of action, the kind of 
book that boys will not want to lay 
down, but throughout the entire tale 
runs a restlessness of heart because of 
a hunger to discover what “magic” 
there is about the white man’s Book 
of Heaven that has the power to change 
lives. The closing chapter, “New 
Names—New Deeds!” gives a hint of 
what happened as a result of the en- 
trance of God’s Word into the lives of 
heathen Indians. 


Doctor in the Jungle. By Alan Liv- 
ingstone Wilson. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) 
Young Dr. Rex Lockwood, who knew 
beyond doubt that he had been called 
of God to the jungle, was the only 
passenger to alight at Kabuka. The 
others were flying south to Johannes- 
burg with pity in their hearts for the 
young American doctor who was “bury- 
ing himself in this infested spot just 
for a bunch of—well, Kaffirs.” But 
that was “his business” they thought. 
And he made it not only his “business” 
but his very life. Even before he 
reached Bethesda, his appointed place 
of service, he encountered the old 
witch doctor, Sindibeli, with his fero- 
cious leopard on a leash. Majuba, 
Christian houseboy and all-round val- 
uable servant, almost lost control of 
the jeep “taxi” in his fright. He ex- 
plained to Dr. Rex: “Him witch 
doctor. Bad, bad man! He no like Be- 
thesda; no like you come; he no like 
hospital .. . ,” and Dr. Rex found be- 
fore very long that Majuba was not 
exaggerating. But God is all-powerful 
and He truly overshadowed Bethesda 
to His own glory. Missionary Joe Bar- 
clay and his sweet, gentle wife had 
built Bethesda and labored in that spot 
for 25 years, his latest achievement 
being the building of the new hospital. 
Deborah, native Zulu nurse, well edu- 
cated and trained, was Dr. Rex’s sole 
assistant at first, and she was a jewel 
in the clinic work. From beginning to 
end are related authentic events that 
came out of the author’s personal ex- 
periences. He spent many years in 
Africa as a missionary and is well 
qualified to write this thrilling account 
of conditions on the mission field. 


When You Need a Special Story for 
Boys and Girls in Church and Home. 
By Elizabeth B. Jones. (The Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind., $2.) Thirty-eight 
Stories and thirteen poems are classi- 
fied under four general heads: “Through 
the Year [seasonal],” “Other Stories 
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“SEND...SOMETHING to EAT for Christmas!” 


A grateful missionary and relief worker writes: “Your let- 
ter and the many packages which followed it, especially the 
CARE food parcels, gave us no end of joy and encourage- 
ment, since we were able to help so many in their terrible 
hunger and distress.” 


Another Hebrew Christian missionary writes on behalf of 
her converts in Jugoslavia: “You may think that the eco- 
nomic situation has improved here, but not for the people 
who have survived the gas chambers. They are still in dire 
need, for they are unemployed, and broken in body.” Then 
she makes this pathetic plea: “Please, dear brother, do send food parcels to 
these Hebrew Christians so they may have something to eat for Christmas!” 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


We plead with you, dear Christian friend, to help us to send these Hebrew 
Christians not costly presents, but “something to eat for Christmas.” At this 
blessed Christmas season help us to relieve distress and give joy to Hebrew 
Christians in Germany, Hungary, Jugoslavia, Israel, and other places where 
our ministry extends. Please remember especially the little children and the 
aged Hebrew Christians whom we support in Homes. Remember the words of 
our Lord: “Unto the least . . . my brethren.” 


Further information on request. 
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Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
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That Teach,” “Stories From the Bible,” 
“Stories About God’s Wonderful World.” 
“Through the Year” includes a prayer 
for the New Year (poem), “Do That 
Which Is Right” (Lincoln’s Birthday), 
a Valentine’s Day story, springtime 
stories and poems, and choice selections 
for Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 
Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, and so on. The selections are not 
intended merely for entertainment. 
There is a self-evident truth in each 
that will be valuable for little folks 
up through Primary age. “No Night 
There” (p. 67) is a story that illustrates 
the purpose of this attractive 128-page 
volume. Little Stevie was greatly dis- 
tressed when his beloved grandmother 
was taken suddenly away to Heaven 
after a very brief illness. “Stevie 
missed her more all the time,” and 
could not be reconciled to the thought 
that she would never come back to 
him. But when Mother explained to 
him how wonderful Heaven is and 
that surely no one who goes to Heaven 
would ever want to come back, Stevie 
concluded, “I want to go to Heaven 
some day and I am going to be ready 
when the time comes.” 


Kidlik’s Kayak. By Terry Shannon; 
illustrated by Charles Payzant. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $2.75.) When 
the sun began to stay a little longer in 
the Arctic sky and the sea ice started 
to crack here and there, Kidlik knew 
that it was almost time for his family 
and all the others in their little village 
to move down the coast to the summer 
camp. Mokah, his father, had helped 
him make a kayak just for himself, 
and had given him many lessons on 
how to handle his Eskimo canoe. Now 
they were to go to the sealing grounds 
where young Kidlik would take his 
part with the men in catching the 
seals that were needed for food, for 
new boots and coats, for new bedding 
and tent covers. The story is one that 
will delight young boys, especially since 
Alaska as become our forty-ninth 
State of the Union. The pictures, many 
of them in color, are authentic, and not 
only illustrate the thrilling adventures 
of Kidlik and his younger brother, 
Tocktu, but also show interesting items 
used by the Eskimos in their everyday 
life. Kidlik proves himself a hero and 
a man in the daring rescue of his 
young brother who floated out toward 
the open sea on an ice floe. It is to be 
regretted that such a fine, upstanding 
little boy as Kidlik, in a moment 
when he greatly needed wisdom to 
know exactly when and where to thrust 
his harpoon into the snow that covered 
the breathing hole of the seal, should 
have “offered up a silent prayer to 
Nooliyuk, the Spirit of the waters, ask- 
ing her to send a big seal to the 
breathing hole,” and young readers are 
told, after the seal is caught, that 
“Nooliyuk was kind”—without an ex- 
planation that these must have been 
heathen Eskimos. In another instance, 
startled and frightened by the astound- 
ing aurora borealis, when the whole 
world seemed to be on fire, Kidlik 
warded off “the evil spirit of the lights” 
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with a knife which he held fast in his 
hand! 


Herald Nursery Books. By Kather- 
ine Royer. (Herald Press, Scottdale, 
Pa. set of three books, regular price, 
$1.25 each; and a children’s “Happy 
Time Nursery Songs Record,” 33-1/3 
rpm, regular price, $2.98; special price 
for complete set, $4.98.) “Nursery Happy 
Times Book” has 23 lovely stories such 
as these: “Is This Sunday?” “Thank 
You, God, for Food”; “Benny’s Bed- 
time”; “God . . . Gives Snow”; “Going 
to Grandfather’s House,” and each is 
related to the child’s own experience 
in a way that is intended to help him 
become acquainted in his everyday life 
with his loving Heavenly Father. The 
colored illustrations are simple but 
beautifully executed, so that children 
can easily understand and appreciate 
every detail of each story. “Nursery 
Stories of Jesus” also has 23 stories of 
the Lord Jesus—when He was a tiny 
baby, when He grew up to be a young 
boy and played with His brothers and 
sisters and other children, too; then 
when He became a big man who loved 
the very little babies and also little 
hoys and girls. The stories of birds 
and flowers, sunshine and rain, loving- 
kindness and helpfulness to others as 
Jesus went about doing good to all, 
will help the little folk to know Christ 
as their very own loving Friend and 
Saviour. “The Nursery Songbook” gives 
the music and words of the 25 happy 
songs that little tots love to sing—‘“I’m 
So Glad for Sunday,” “Jesus Loves 
Me,” “Away in a Manger,” “Praise Him, 
Praise Him,” and others—some familiar 
and many new. Similar attractive il- 
lustrations are used in the songbook as 
in the two storybooks. The songs are 
the same as those on the “Happy Time 
Nursery Songs Record” (directed by 
James A. Miller). One of the sweetest 
songs, in its melody and birdsong ac- 
companiment, is “Little Redbird in the 
Tree.” The special price for the com- 
plete set makes this a very good buy 
for all who are working with children 
in the home or Sunday school. 
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European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
llth and returning to New York on the 
Same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The’ tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 


tour has been arranged through fhe 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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God Times Our Trials 
(Continued from page 950) 


face there is the suffering. Underneath 
there is the joy. 

Trials teach us to know where our 
resources are. They enrich our lives 
as they lead us to look more fully to 
our Heavenly Father. They take from 
us any longing for earthly possessions 
we may have, and turn our eyes to our 
everlasting inheritance in Christ. 

Thus we know that God has our 
present experience of unhappiness well 
in hand. Soon the trial will be over. 
The welcomed change will soon come, 
and we shall once more enjoy happier 
days. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 18 


2. The Word Faces Fire 
(Matt. 24:29-35) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E SAW something last week of 

how the writings of the apostles 
and disciples of the Lord Jesus were 
brought together to form our New Tes- 
tament. This week we are to see some- 
thing of the opposition the Bible has 
met, and how some men have sought 
to discredit it and have even tried to 
destroy it. 

ye 


In the early days of the Christian 
Church, there were very few copies of 
the Gospels and of the Letters that the 
apostles wrote to the churches. All of 
such copies had to be made by hand 
and thus they were not circulated 
freely among individual Christians. 
While many Christians were persecuted, 
thrown into jail, and were even killed 
because of their Christian faith, there 
was no concerted move to destroy the 
documents or the copies of them that 
later were brought together in the New 
Testament. 
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After Christianity was recognized by 
the Roman Emperor Constantine and 
the persecution of Christians began to 
subside, the Christian Church began to 
flourish and grow strong. Soon two 
distinct groups emerged, and they are 
often spoken of as the Eastern Church 
and the Western Church. The first 
developed through the years into what 
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second became the Roman Church, out 
of which came the Roman Catholic 
Church that we know today. 
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Copies of the Scriptures were still 
very scarce and most of the copies were 
in Latin and found in monasteries or 
churches. Very early the Roman 
Church took the position that the Scrip- 
tures should not be read by the com- 
mon people, but only by the trained 
clergy, who, they claimed, would be 
able to interpret them to the people. 
Thus, in the early days of the Refor- 
mation when an effort was made to 
translate the Scriptures into the lan- 
guage of the people, great opposition 
from the Church of Rome arose. 
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The first English translation was 
made and published in 1382 by John 
Wycliffe. This was before printing had 
been invented and, therefore, his trans- 
lation had to be copied by hand and 
had a limited circulation. Neverthe- 
less he was called before a church 
council and reprimanded, and a solemn 
condemnation was passed on his trans- 
lation and teaching. 


bd 


By the time another noteworthy Eng- 
lish translation was made, printing had 
been invented and, in 1526, many copies 
of William Tyndale’s New Testament 
were widely circulated. Some time 
before this, Tyndale had had to flee 
from England because of persecution. 
The completion of his translation and 
its printing was done in Germany, and 
copies of his New Testament in English 
were shipped from Germany, packed in 
bales of cloth and sacks of flour, in 
order to escape detection by church 
authorities. When it was found that 
Tyndale’s New Testament was being 
bought by many of the English people, 
the church tried to buy up the supply. 
They succeeded in collecting many 
copies and these they publicly burned 
at St. Paul’s Cross, London. Later, at 
the instigation of the church, Tyndale 
was arrested, was thrown into jail, and 
later was burned at the stake in 1536. 


bd 


But the wrath of men could not stop 
the circulation of the Scriptures and in 
1539, only three years after Tyndale’s 
death, an edition of “The Great Bible” 
was published in England under royal 
authority. 

se 


However, all opposition to Bible pub- 
lishing did not cease. Many translations 
have followed since Tyndale’s day and 
each one has met with opposition from 
some sources. The Authorized or King 
James Version, which was published in 
1611, and which is so largely used to- 
day, was not generally accepted at first. 
Many could see no reason for having 
another translation. So it was in 1881, 
when the American Standard Version 
was brought out. Although much new 
source material was then available and 
some of the old English words were 
corrected to modern English, there were 
many who felt that the King James 
Version was adequate and refused to 
use the new American Standard Ver- 
sion. 

we 


However, the most serious and de- 
termined efforts to discredit and de- 
stroy God’s Word have not been the 
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physical opposition and the burning of 
printed copies. As early as 1753, a 
Frenchman by the name of Astruc pub- 
lished a book attacking the authentic. 
ity of Genesis. He was followed by a 
German named Eichhorn (1752-1827) 
who denied the supernatural in both 
the Old and New Testaments. From 
this time on, particularly in Germany, 
attacks were made by so-called Higher 
Critics on various books of the Bible. 
Eventually the Higher Criticism be- 
came popular in England and in 
America, permeating not only colleges 
and universities, but seminaries as well. 


se 


In spite of the fact that many of the 
claims of the Higher Critics have one 
by one been exploded by archaeology 
and research, Modernists are still try- 
ing to tell us that our Bible is not 
trustworthy, that it was not written 
by holy men of old who were moved 
by the Holy Spirit or even by the men 
whose names are found in it. The fact 
remains, however, that for those who 
believe the Word of God, it still does 
what it claims to do and brings hope, 
comfort, joy, satisfaction, and enlight- 
enment. It still points to the only 
remedy man has ever known for sin 
and to the Christ who is “able also 
to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25). 


PHILADELPHIA. 























By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 12 to 18 


Mon.—Isaiah 40:1-11. Gentle Shepherd. 


PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young.” 
The gentleness of Jesus appears all 
through Gospel narratives. There was 
nothing harsh or rough in His ways 
and words. Paul entreated Christians 
to love Jesus and live like Him thus: 
“I. . . beseech you by the .. . gentle- 
ness of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:1). “Gentle 
Jesus, Meek and Mild,” is a song little 
ones like to sing. The gentleness of 
Jesus attracts, it will make you 
“great” (2 Sam. 22:36). Pray for World- 
wide Evangelization Crusade, Ft. Wash- 
ington, Pa. 

Tues.—Isaiah 54:4-10. 
A God Who Forgives. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “With everlast- 
ing kindness will I have mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.” 
How gracious is our God! “Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
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shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). The 
vilest sinner may find pardon for his 
sins. The dying thief on the cross re- 
ceived forgiveness in answer to a nine- 
word prayer: and the same day he 
entered Paradise. The pardoning love 
of Jesus is amazing. Can you say: 
“The Son of God . . . loved me, and 
gave himself for me”? (Gal. 2:20.) 
Pray for American European Bethel 
Mission, Inc., Los Angeles. 


Wed.—Isaiah 42:1-9. 
Righteous and Powerful One. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold my 
servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth; I have put 
my spirit upon him: he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles.” The 
purity and power of Christ are set 
before us by the Prophets and in New 
Testament writing. “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” “The 
Father .. . hath given all things into 
his hand” (Matt. 28:18; John 3:35). Paul 
Speaks of Christ as “the righteous judge,” 
which He is. His rewards are for 
all who “love his appearing” (2 Tim. 
4:8). All perfections of God are in 
the Son, “Which is the head of all 
Principality and power” (Col. 2:10). 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 
“Angels and men before Him fall, and 
devils fear and flee.” Plead His holy 


The Sundau School Cimes 
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is above every 
Pray 


name in prayer; it 
name. It prevails in Heaven. 
for troubled Africa. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11. 


Bearer of Good Tidings. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “The Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings.” 
Our Lord Jesus was the first preacher 
of the Gospel. He brought the sweetest 
news that ever fell upon human ears. 
The Gospel’s joyful sound still con- 
quers sinners and comforts saints. It 
was indeed “good tidings of great joy,” 
as the angels announced at His birth. 
Note Paul’s words to Agrippa (Acts 
26: 18-28). See what great tidings of 
salvation means to lost sinners. “Spread 
the tidings ‘round wherever man is 
found.” The glorious Gospel needs 
grateful heralds. Pray for Spain. 


Fri—Luke 17:18-23. 
Helper of the Needy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye have 
seen and heard.” John’s imprisonment 
depressed him. John’s greatest dis- 
tresses were doubts and fears. Our 
Lord gave John’s inquiring messengers 
good and cheering words to relieve his 
troubled mind. The Word of the Lord 
is also our comfort in affliction. “Thy 
word hath quickened me” (Psa. 119: 
50). None but Jesus can relieve spir- 
itual distress. Look unto Him and be 
“lightened” and you will never be 
ashamed. Who comforteth like Him? 
Pray for the heads of world govern- 
ments as the Word directs (1 Tim. 
2:1-8). 


Sat.—Matthew 9:35-38. 
The Compassionate Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When he saw 
the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as: 
sheep having no shepherd.” Christians 
can show their lack of grace by their 
lack of compassion for sinners. “He 
that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11: 
30). Then what must be your degree 
of wisdom? Preaching the Gospel is 
for ministers an inescapable necessity: 
but the day of accounts will have more 
to do with souls won or lost, than souls 
taught. Winners of souls “shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament” 
(Dan. 12:3). Pray that Bible schools 
and colleges will produce more soul- 
winners. 


Sun.—Matthew 11:27-30. 
The Giver of Rest. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” The rule 
for soul rest is the same for all be- 
lievers. If you do not “come” as the 
Lord calls, you cannot be what the 
Lord would have you be. Peace is 
found only in His paths. They are 
all peace. Great peace have they that 
love and live in God’s Word. Peace 
comes also in the prayer closet (see 
Phil. 4:6). Some Christians give the 
Lord a part of Sunday, but wiser ones 
also give Him the days following Sun- 
day. Pray for your government. 













WHEATON 
TOURS 
EACH 

<< YEAR 


1. Spring Bible Lands Crutse—March 

2. Summer Bible Lands Crulse—June 

8. Europe and Scandinavia—July 

4. South America—July 
Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FRBE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 
Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468 Dept. T120 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 


NATIVE WORKERS SEEK AID 


Hold up the hands of Uruguayan 
Nationals spreading the Gospel 
where greatly needed. Bible Coach 
canvasses 250 towns and villages 
house to house with Gospel of John. 
1,000 enrolled in correspondence 
Bible courses. Help with your prayers 
and gifts to complete much needed 
church in capital city. 
REACHING MULTITUDES 
By open-air meetings, radio, child 
evangelism, prison work, tract distribution and 
personal witnessing. Indigenous churches and First 
Bible School in Uruguay established. These devoted 
native workers merit the support of your prayers 
and gifts. 
Write for FREE news letter today 
EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1124-T, Fort Pierce, Florida 


CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Working in five fields of India and 
Pakistan in five different languages. 

Write for free literature 

107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 








Rev. F. V. Dabold 
Founder- Director 














FREE COPY 


“Facts About the Revised Standard Version Bible” 
STARTLING DISCLOSURES 
(Stamp for postage appreciated) 
Address: 


Astounding Facts 
1215 Conrad St. Palestine, Texas 

















“THEY LOOKED 
FOR A 
CITY” 


A GREAT CHRISTIAN FILM 


@ The incredible true story of a Jew- 
ish family in Eastern Europe and 
their bitter struggle for survival. 
You see Jews ridden down by Cos- 
sacks...flight from Poland and 
later from war-torn Germany...a 
miraculous reunion at an enemy 
border...the triumph of faith. 
Forty-five minutes of breath-taking 
action in one of the most dramatic, 
heart-stirring film experiences of 
your life. 

Write today for rental booking— $25.00. 

16 MM NATURAL COLOR SOUND 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Dr. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
1218-S Chestnut St., 7th Floor, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 








(27) 969 








Segtuning Yauuary... 


... a weekly two-page feature in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, presenting 
news of significance to Christians, with interpretation, while it is still news. 





e Using exclusive world-wide correspondents, 
plus the best religious news services. 


© Comment by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 


e Editorial comment on important items. 


We expect “THE Trmes News Report” to be the most current and penetrating 


news feature available to Christians! 


And you won’t want to miss two series of articles beginning early in 1961: 
“FUNDAMENTALISM AND ITs Critics,” by John W. Sanderson, Jr., and “Crisis 
IN Missions,” by Arthur F. Glasser. 


Of course, THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is continuing its outstanding treatment 
of the International Uniform Sunday School Lesson. 
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(Canada $2.15 in U.S.A. dollars). 
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